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WORCE ote _TAKES BACK THE NIC 


by Donna Stewart 


Approximately 450 women, men and 
children took part in central Massachu- 


setts’ first Take Back the Night march § 


and rally September 24 in Worcester. 

The march and rally, which was held 
fo protest rape and violence against 
women was termed a_ success. by 
organizers, 

The event started at7 p.m. with a rally 
consisting of four speakers, a storyteller 
and a short sing-along. The march 
followed at 8 p.m, and was approxi- 
mately one mile long, beginning and 
ending at City Hall The candlelight 
march was open to men as well as 


women and children and a significant | 


number of men participated in the 
march. 

“We only started organizing the 
march in August, and when we applied 
for a permit, we felt we would have a 
fairly small turn-out due to such a short 
planning period,” said Fern Lee, a 
member of the steering committee 
organizing the event “But once we got 
going, and saw how much we got done 
in six weeks, we felt we would have 
more than the originally planned 75- 
125. The police officers assigned to the 
event were extremely cooperative in the 
face of having a crowd four times larger 
than planned, and needless to say, we 
were very pleased with the turnout,” Ms. 
Lee continued. 

The steering committee for the march 
and rally consisted of members from the 
Worcester Rape Crisis Program; YWCA; 
Daybreak, a shelter for battered women; 
Abbey House, an emergency shelter for 
women and children; The Worcester 
Connection, a women’s resource center; 
Family Planning Services of Central 
Massachusetts; and various other 
women from the community. 

The Worcester march came in re 
sponse to a resolution by the National 
Coalition Against Sexual Assault The 
resolution called for sexual assault 
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programs across the nation to stage Take 
Back the Night marches on the same 
date to have a national impact and to 
create a greater awareness in the 
communities where marches were held. 
However, the Worcester march was 
held one week after the national date in 
consideration of the Jewish Holiday, 
Rosh Hashana. 

The purpose of a Take Back the Night 
march is to raise community conscious- 
ness on how unsafe women feel in our 
communities, and not just on the streets. 


Roughtly 50 percent of the assaults on 
women occur in homes, workplaces or 
other places that society perceives as 
safe. The march is held at night because 
darkness is a time of increased fear and 
violence. But, for some women the night 
is 24 hours a day. It is to show that 
together we can walk in darkness; in 
unity there is strength; together we can 
“take back the night.” This type of event 
tends to empower women, to give them 
energy and strength to combat sexual 
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Hammer For Home 
Rule 


Judith Rush Hanmer of Hampden, 
MA. is running for State Senator in the 
Worcester, Franklin, Hampden and 
Hampshire Senatorial District, She is 


opposing encumbent Senator Robert @4 


Wetmore. The 37-town Senatorial 
District coversawidely diverse area from 
East Longmeadow in the south to 
Wendell in the north The area includes 
Belchertown, Ware, Palmer, Monson, 
Gill Erving and New Salem on its 
western border. 
Hanmer’ priorities include restoring 
personal relations with constituents. 
The current senator has not kept contact 
with the feelings of the towns’ people, 
she states. Hanmer says area towns have 
special government structures which 
are not being considered under current 
state laws, One example of this is the 
state tax structure. S 
Hanmer criticizes the policy of re- 
turning state monies to a town after 
town meeting. This often leads to the 
need for a second town meeting to 
revise the budget. 
Hanmer’s view on hazardous waste 


supports the idea of “home rule.” She 
points out the lack of credibility officials 


have created by their implementation of 
the current hazardous waste siting Jaw, a 
law written by her opponent Wetmore. 
And she asserts that towns have a right 
to refuse hazardous waste if they wish, 
something that cannot happen under 
the current law. 


Collective ~ 


Collective: 


Katrinca, Dale LaBonte, Wendy Simp- 
son, Sid Schofield, Sue Fisher, Kathleen 
Moran, Iris Young, Toby Schermerhorn, 
Camille Norton, Gini Irvine, Diane 
Jensen 


Mothers: 
Michaelann, Marcia Black, Katie Hogan, 
Patty McGill Maureen Carney, Ann 
Bolger, Cathy Thatcher, Cathy Collins, 
Carey Caccavo, Ellen LaFleche, Fran 
Scwartzberg 


Editorial: 

Katie O'Shea, Wendy Simpson, Sue 
Fisher, Iris Young, Dale LaBonte, Jean 
Grossholtz, Kathleen Moran, Gini Irvine 
(Coordinator). 


Graphics: 
Carey Caccavo, Ann Gibson, Becky 
LaMothe, Wendy Simpson (coordinator) 


WARNING: 


Several rapes are reported to have 
||| occurred in the past two weeks in the 
I} || vicinity of Armory St, Old South Street, 
||and New South Street. Much of the 
information about these incidents have 
not been substantiated yet. But there is 
reported to be a set pattern in the cases. 
Three men in a light-colored van have 
approached to ask for directions and 
jithen have threatened the victims. One 
victim is said to have been hospitalized 
because she was beaten as well as raped. 
Women who “look like dykes” are said 
to be the targets. 
What you can do: 

1) Ifyou are raped, get support Friends or 
a therapist may be sifficient or contact 
the local hotline--at 


| Judith Hanmer, candidate for Mass. State Senate. t 


RAPE 


Hanmer supports the 1973 Suprem 
Court decision legalizing abortion. She 
believes that abortion is a private de 
cision and in some circimstances, it is 
absolutely necessary. Although her 
views on abortion are very conservative, 
for example she does not support Medi- 
caid funding, her views are in sharp 
contrast to her opponent Wetmore. 
According to NOW officials, who have 
been watchdogs on abortion and have 
lobbied Wetmore in the past his 
position has been anti-abortion. NOW 
officials think that Hanmer would be the 
better candidate and would lend an ear 
to those lobbying for issues of concern to 
all women. 
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We'd like to thank the women of Future 
is Female for the experience of working 
with them and for their company. 


Thanks to our collaboration, the insert 
along with the VWV will be sent to 2,000 
women across the U.S. 


Everywoman’s 
Center in Amherst (545-0800) for the 
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Editorial Policy 


We welcome unsolicited manuscripts 
of 3-4 typewritten pages. We cannot 
return the manuscripts and we reserve 
the right to edit gently. Our editing is 
done as a process, with three women 
reviewing each piece. Our policy is to 
work with the author when we think 
changes will improve a piece. Manu- 
scripts received after our deadline of the 
15th of the month, however, may be 
changed without consultation. 


Special Thanks to Sid and Wendy for 
renovating the office—it looks great! 


ALLER 


Amherst/Northamton area. The coun- 
selor/advocates will be able to assist 
with personal needs, support in going to 
the hospital and the police. 

2) Report the incident to the police. Even 
if you do mot wish to press charges 
reporting the incident may help other 
women. 

3) Be aware and alert. If possible, travel 
with someone else or stay in welk-y 
trafficked areas. 

trafficked areas. If you think you are 
witnessing a rape or attack, be prepared 
to intervene. 

4) Meet with the community to fight 
back, Sat. October 9, 5 pm at Valley 
Women’s Martial Arts Dojo, 3rd Floor 
Thornes, martial arts classroom 


Work with the Valley's only all- 
women newspaper: 


Editorial meetings each Tues- 
day night at 7 p.m. at VWV office 
218 State Street, Northampton, 
October 12, 19, 26. 


Advertising workshop, October 


14, check Campus Center listing 
for room number, UMass, Am- 
herst. 

Deadline for editorial 
Oct. 15th. 


D . . . 
aoe for advertising October 


Graphics and photos, calendar 
listings due October 27. 


For information, call Camille at 


the office Tu/Th, 11 . 
584-2479. a 
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Tabled 


On Sept 15th the U.S, Senate blocked 
the efforts of Conservatives hoping to 
pass two anti-abortion measures this 
year. One measure, sponsored by 
Senator Jesse Helms (R-N.C.), and 
supported by Ronald Reagan, declared 
the Supreme Court erred in its 1973 
decision legalizing abortions. Senator 
Orin Hatch (R-Utah) withdrew his pro- 
posed _ consitutional amendment 
banning abortions in the face of filt 
bustering by liberals, including Senator 
Lowell Weicker (R-Conn). Gordon 
Humphrey (R-N.H.) was the only New 
England senator to vote in favor of the 
Helms position. 


Army Policy Will 
Decrease Women’s Role 


An18-month study aimed at increasing 
Army combat readiness has called for 
the closing of more combat job cate- 
gories for women. The Army will now 

“screen women’s physical abilities, and 
will bar women from certain jobs re 
quiring heavy physical exertion. The 
study was undertaken when Army field 
officers complained about women’s 
poor performance and high drop-out 
rate (14% more than men). 

In addition, the Army plans to recruit 
fewer women than it has in the past, a 
total of 5,000 during the next five years. 
Its total goal will be 70,000 female 
Army members. (During the Carter 
Administration the Army goal was 
100,000 women.) 

-Los Angeles Times 


Stars and Stripes for Men 
and Boys 

In a little publicized move, Army 
authorities recently called on the mil 
tary newspaper Stars and Stripes to do no 
more investigative reporting, after the 
paper published a series of stories 
focusing on how women are treated in 
the armed services. 

The series, “Focus on Women,” 
featured interviews with women who 
anonymously told of being raped, 
threatened, and sexualy harassed, while 
carrying out their duties. 

Following the series’ appearance, 
General Lyle Barker, Army chief of 
public affairs, wrote in a memo that 
“investigative reporting can frequently 
have an adverse effect on the morale and 
discipline command” and suggested 
such reports be banned. 

The Washington Post reports, however, 
that the general changed his mind, after 
being tackled on the proposed censor- 
ship by Senator William Proxmire. 
Barker is now calling for “objective, 
balanced reporting” 

cans -Hersay 


A coalition of women’s groups has 
announced it will form a so-called 
“shadow” advisory group to monitor the 
Reagan Administration’s policies on 
women and education. 

TheNationalCoalition for Women and 
Girls in Education says the “shadow” 
council will counter the administra- 
tion’s “unprecedented attacks on edu- 
cational equity.” 

The Coalition says among those 
attacks was the replacement of the 
National Advisory Council on Women’s 
Education Programs with an all-Repub- 
lican panel that is either inexperienced 
or antagonistic toward the area of 
women’s rights in education. 

--Her Say 


Mass. State Police Hire 
More Women 


The federal Justice Department filed 
an employment discrimination suit 
against the state of Massachusetts, 
charging the state with violation of the 
federal Civil Rights Act. The suit charged 
the Massachusetts State Police with 
discrimination against women seeking 
employment, specific work assignments 
and promotions. Currently, women 
comprise 2% of the force. State Police 
Commander Frank J. Trabucco 
conceded that there may have been 
discrimination in past hirings but stated 
that the percentage of women entering 
the police academy is now around 20%. 
An agreement filed simultaneously with 
the suit calls for recruitment programs 
and unbiased selection procedures 
designed to attract more women appli- 
cants. The state also agreed to insure that 
the selection of troopers serving in 
district attorneys’ detective units would 
not be based on gender. 

One term of the agreement, however, 
assures male officers that their seniority 
will prevail over newly hired women’s 
in the event of layoffs. 


-Washington Post 9/82 


Dalkon Shield 
Investigated 


A federal court judge in San Francisco 
has set January 10th as the date for a 
special trial to decide if the Dalkon 
Shield birth control device was in- 
herently defective or if its manufacturer, 
A-H Robins, lied about the product's 
safety. District Judge Spencer Williams 
said the verdict in that trial will be 
binding in the cases of more than 100 
California women allegedly injured by 
the device, and could influence the 
outcome of about 3,000 similar cases 
pending in other courts throughout the 
US. 
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A Witch in Time 


A lot of women died in the Middle 
Ages because of a bad translation. 

That's according to Elizabeth Blair, 
who teaches a course in witchcraft at 
Mount San Antonio College. 

Blair says the Bible injunction, “Thou 
shalt not suffer a witch to live,” actually 
used the Hebrew word “Kaspeh,” which 
means magician. Because of the mis- 
translation, Blair says, a lot of women 
were burned instead of men. 

-Her Say 


Reagan's Appointed 
Judges Almost All White 
Males 


Ronald Reagan has substantially re- 
duced the proportion of women and 
blacks appointed to federal judgeships. 
Sixty-eight of seventy-two appointed 
federal trial and appellate court judges 
were white men Graduates of 
prestigious law schools with successful 
law firms or academic careers, they are 
conservative in their political and legal 
outlooks, Three women were appointed 
to federal district judgeships. One black 
district judge was moved up to the 
circuit court of appeals. 

In contrast, Jimmy Carter appointed 
41 women and 37 blacks out of his 260 
total appointments. 

Federal judges are paid in the $70,000 
range and are patronage appointments, 
often the suggestion of the senior 
senator of the president's political party 
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Members of HERA at the start of their Walkathon held on Septenther 18 in Springfield. 
HERA and friend walk to increase their visibility and gain more community support. 
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in the state where a court vacancy 
appears. 


Lovers-in-Law 


San Fransiscans may soon be joining 
their hands, not in marriage, but in 
“domestic partnership.” 

That's if San Fransisco supervisor 
Harry Britt has his way. Britt plans this 
fall to introduce a landmark city 
ordinance which, according to a Britt 
aide, will protect gay and lesbian lovers, 
straight couples who live together, and 
other partners in close relationships that 
don’t actually involve marriage. 

The ordinance would reportedly give 
domestic partners the same rights as 
spouses when seeking insurance 
coverage or visiting a city jail or hospital 
Under the proposal, unmarried people 
will be able to register their domestic 
partnerships with the city clerk 

San Fransisco’s city attorney is 
currently studying the idea 

--Her Say 


Local Marathoners Takes 
the Lead 


Easthampton’s Nancy Conz recently 
won the America’s Marathon in Chi 
cago. Her time of 2:33:23 broke the 
course record and was worth $12,000 in 
prize money. 

Joan Benoit of Wellesley broke the 
U.S. women’s marathon record with a 
time of 2:26:11, winning the Nike-Ore- 
gon Track Club marathon in early 
September. Her winner's take was 
$20,000. 


= 
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Gnomon Strikes 


On September 8th, workers at 
Gnomen Copy in Amherst went on 
strike after a month oftrying to negotiate 
a contract with Amherst Gnomon’s new 
owners, Catherine Iannachino and Ro- 
land Wetherbee. JIannochino and 
Wetherbee, both ex-employees of 
Gnomon Corp, a Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts-based company, took over the 
Amherst franchise in early August. John 
Sytek, Vice president of Gnomon Corp,, 
is the former owner of the Amherst 
Gnomon store. Gnomon Copy is 

currently employing eight “scab” 
workers, and is open for business as 
usual 
During a five-day period in early 
September, the Union held six meetings 
with the new management to “try to 
resolve differences.” It, was former 
owner, Sytek, however, .vho represent 
ed new management in the negotiations 
while Iannachino and Wetherbee sat by © 
silently. Stephan Roy, a Gnomon 
employee of two and one-half years, 
stated, “Meet the new boss, same as the 
old boss,” Some workers question 
whether the sale was a “truce sale,’ 
attesting that Sytek is the controlling 
power behind new management. They 
point to the example of a flyer ghost- 
written by Sytek for Carol Iannachino 
and signed by her. The flyer, which 
describes new management's goals and 
policies, begins “I am _ Carol 
Jannachino.” Questioned about this 
blatant misrepresentation, Sytek said he 
could see nothing wrong with it. 

Employees Carol MacColl and 
Stephan Roy stated that employees 
complain of chronic coughs and sys 
irritations. The workers’ grievances 
include a request for an air filter, a fair 
wage and raise schedule, health 
insurance, and union security. They ask 
the community to support them by 
respecting the picket line, donating to 
the strike fund, and joining the picket as 
an expression of solidarity. 


Twilight for Ring Around 
the Collar 


Magazines appealing solely to the 
homemaker are not booming these days. 
That's according to The Washington 
Journalism Review, which reports that the 
women’s magazines which are doing 
best have replaced recipes and crochet 
patterns with handy tips on how to stay 
fit while climbing the corporate ladder. 
Magazine distributor William Kidd told 
Her Say that sales of the home-oriented 
publications are dipping because “The 
editorial content..has kept up with 
the times.” At least one of the home 


maker's standbys, he says, is about to 
spiffy up its format, in an effort to attract 


employed women as readers. 
-Her Say 


Anti- abortion 
Blocked 


An all-out effort by anti-abortion 
forces to shut down U.S. abortion clinics 
has apparently fizzled 

Antiabortion groups, at a meeting 
this summer, targeted September 17th 
and 18th as“ National Rescue Days.” On 
those days, so the plan went, anti-abor- 
tion demonstrators would enter clinics, 
harass patients, and attempt to close the 
facilities down Clinics across the 
country took the threat seriously 
enough to institute beefed-up security 
measures during the targeted dates. 

The National Abortion Federation, 
which represents abortion clinics across 
the United States, says, however, that it 

has received no reports of trouble from 
its member facilities. 

Elaine Fong of the Federation says 
member clinics routinely report prob- 
lems with harassment which have 
ranged this year from picketing to 


firebombings and suspicious fires. The 
absence ofsuch reports, she says, has led 


the Federation to assume that the right- 

to-life groups’ coordinated national 

rescue was--in simple terms-a flop. 
--Her Say 


Abortion Ban Defeated 


By a vote of 47 to 46, the U.S. Senate 
last week killed a proposal that would 


have permanently banned the use of 


federal funds for abortions Anti 
abortion Senator Orrin Hatch later said 
he would abandon until next year any 
additional attempts to get abortion re 
strictions through Congress. 


Activist Charged with 
Treason 


Barbara Hogan is a young white South 
African woman who is being charged by 
her government with high treason and 
terrorism. Her crime? She is an admitted 
member of the banned African National 
Congress (ANC), a principally black, 
nationalist group, working to achieve a 
racially-integrated democratic govern- 
ment in South Africa. Hogan’s work in 
South Africa includes organizing boy- 
cotts and working to establish trade 
unions for unemployed blacks But her 
membership in ANC may have been the 
deciding factor in her arrest. 

The apartheid Pretoria government 


governmen 
such a severe verdict only in cases 


involving violence. The South African 
government is using the Barbara Hogan 
case as an example to warn other white 
activists not to join their black com- 
patriots in united actions. 


Weak Wording 


“Shall the Secretary of the State of 
Massachusetts inform the President and 
the Congress of the U.S. that it is the 
desire of the people to have the 
government of the U.S. work vigorously 
to negotiate a mutual nuclear weapons 
moratorium and_ reduction with 
appropriate verification, with the Soviet 
Union and other nations?” 

This is the probable wording of a 
nonbinding referendum that will now 
appear on Mass. ballots in November. 

House Speaker Thomas W. McGee 
appeared to use his position in a single 
handed effort of block action on the 
original freeze bill. In the face of a flood 
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McGee met with proponents on Sept 
20th The deadline to place the 
referendum on the ballot was set for 
Sept 23rd. A last minute compromise 
was worked out on Sept 22nd. 

The Mass Council for a Nuclear 
Weapons Freeze regards the present 
wording to be weak, vague and possibly 
unworkable. Still, Mass. voters will be 
able to voice their opinion on the 
nuclear weapons race at the polls on 
November 2nd, joining more than 30% 
of the total U.S. voters voting on similar 
state andlocal referenda across the nation 

On Odtover 4, 1982, Ronald Reagan 
launched a vicious attack on the United 
States peace movement describing it asa 
movement” inspired by, not the sincere, 
honest people who want peace, but by 
some who want the weakening of 
America.” In Columbus, Ohio, speaking 
before a group of veteran’s organiza- 
tions, Reagan claimed demonstrators 
supporting a nuclear freeze were being 
“manipulated.” In a later comment on 
the differences between Republican and 
Democratic parties, Reagan claimed his 
party has “faith in the common sense of 
the people.” 
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LETTERS! 


Write and tell us what you're think- 
ing. We want to hear! 
VWV-Letters 
Box 392 
Northampton, MA 
01061-0392 


CURORODUCRCONDADED See eseasbenesE 


Dear VWV, 

I was eager to hear reactions about my 
letter about racism that appeared in the 
September ‘82 edition. There seemed to 
be some confusion about what I was 
trying to say...1 would like to state that 
the letter was initially intended to be an 
article, hopefully including other white 
women’s feelings about racism. Because 
of the extremely limited space in the 
September issue, it was cut down to the 
letter size, and I feel some things might 
have been lost in the transition. I urge 
women to contact me if they need clari- 
fication. 

Continuing on the notion of outreach, 
and our need to look at what the IN is... 
As a white woman in a white-domi- 
nated culture, I feel a need to look at 
what it means to bea white woman, what 
my experiences as a white woman have 
been or are. As long as I ignore my 
culture, I am still seeing it as the “norm” 
and people of color’s culture as “other.” 
It is hard to look at, and harder to own, 
how it was built into my life, a white 
culture based on a white patriarchy 
whose goal is genocide for other 
cultures. 

For me, identifying as a lesbian 
feminist ,means I reject and will fight 
against the goals of the white patriarchy 


A note to subscribers 


We wish to thank our present sub- 
scribers for supporting the Valley; 
Women’s Voice. We apologize for the 
times that you may not have received 
your copy or received it late. 

We are updating our list of scr 
ers. If you have had trouble receiving | 
your paper in the past or wish to start a} 
new subscription, fill out the form 
below. Currently our subscriptions go 
3rd class which means a two-week delay. 


LETTERS! 


subscrib- February, 1983, copies of the Voice will *| 


‘ 


‘and their destruction But I cannot 
3 ignore my childhood, my upbringing 
? for therein lies my true awakening to my 
? own, and my other white sisters’ racism 
To move forward, we must know where 
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Also to own, that in this white domi 
Jnated patriarchal society, that there are 
privileges granted on how close you 


imatch the rich, white, male standard, 
z.and that as white women, and middle 
class, I come very close to that standard, 


? and have many privileges that are not 


Tannanenananensassnensevssauesssavecsasassassasreccoserecssrarseiee® | DIV ET} toa non-white, poor female or 


male. This could be related to: the 
sometime lack of identification women 
of color have with feminism, our own 
lack of owning the privileges we have 
and use. 

As white women, we need to identify 
our own selves, our own culture, and 
our racism. To unify with those that have 
had different experiences, to be an equal 
united force in our society. 

To quote Doris Davenport, “if over- 
coming our differences were made a 
priority instead of the backbumer issue 
that it usually is, we might resolve some 

of the problems.” 

Let me add, 
IT IS OUR COMMONALITIES THAT 
UNITE US... 
ITIS OUR DIFFERENCES THAT MAKE 


US STRONG. 
-Rachel Tallan 


OPEN LETTER TO LESBIANS 


Dear Sisters: 


Have you heard: 

That a fire destroyed the Lesbian Center 
at East Lansing on July 19; 

That a fire destroyed the Gay 
Community News offices in Boston the 
same month; 

That the group of persons (including the 


Ii 
If your subscription ended in Augusty} 
1982, we have sent you the September 
and October issues. If we don’t receive a 
renewal, we will end your subscription 
Beginning in December, or possibly in® 
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be sold rather than distributed for free." 
In making your decision to subscribel} 
this month, please keep this in mind itl] 
will eliminate your need to rush to thell] 
newstand to purchase your copy. 


-Sid Schofield | 


distribution coordinator Hy 


parents) who attempted to deprograma 
woman from lesbianism by kidnapping 
and raping her were released on 
minimal charges; 

That women’s health clinics and 
abortion clinics all across the country 
have been vandalizedandburned down; 
That Klan literature has been thrown on 
the lawn of the Springfield head of 
NAACP twice in the last months; 

That battered women’s shelters are 
under attack by pro-family activists. To 
be admitted to shelter in New Mexico, 
for example, a woman must now show 
her marriage license. 

That lesbian staff of shelters all over the 
country are being attacked and fired; 
That the incidence of sterilization abuse 
of third world women is increasing; 
That women in the peace movement on 
the West Coast and in Germany are 
being castigated as “trouble makers’; 
That Union Wage which was a group 
trying to insist on women’s role in the 
labor union movement has had to close 
for lack of funds; 

That synagogues and Jewish-identified 
places in Europe have been bombed and 


vandalized and that swastikas have 
appeared all over this valley; 


That the Klan is on the rise and incidents 
of its strength have occured in women 
spaces in this valley; 

That crosses have been burned and 
racist filth smeared across public toilet 
walls and public buildings all over the 
valley; 

That Young Americans for Freedom are 
trying to organize on local campuses. 


Surely you have noticed some of this, 
have felt some sense of outrage or fear. 
What have you thought about it? What 
will you do about it? When will it 
become necessary for you to act? Will 
there be time? How will you support 
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and aid those who choose to fight back 
now? 

Some of us have discussed these 
matters among ourselves, many more 
have thought about them. What is our 
responsibility to the community? How 
should we respond to the incidents at 
the Evergreen in Hartford, for example? 
What can we demand of those whose 
businesses and livelihood depend on 
our community and who are seen as 
representatives of our community? 

We need a forum to talk about it 
together. Nancy Marks and I have taken 
the responsibility of calling a 
community meeting to talk. Generally, 
we thought the agenda should include 
four main topics. 

First: How do we organize to protect 
ourselves against the Klan, the Moral 
Majority, and other fundamentalist and 
right-wing groups? What do we need to 
know about how they work and how to 
protect ourselves from this vicious anti- 
black, anti-semetic, anti-woman attack? 

Second: How and when do we build 
coalitions with other groups? Lesbians 

are truly everywhere and from every- 


where. lf we are a community we are 
anti-racist, ant ant semetic, 


anti-classist These are givens in our 
political work These are non-negoti- 
able demands. We can not work with 
groups that avoid these issues. But when 
do we insist on our issues? Should we 
ever agree to work in a coalition which 
downplays or ignores lesbian and 
feminist issues on grounds that such 
issues will divert attention or lose 
support for broader social issues? When 
do we insist on our issues? When do we 
negotiate and compromise? What is 
negotiable? What is not? 


Third: How do we protect our space 


ssasppe Au paduryp aary 1 
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In the Running 
Women Eye November Elections 


by Gini Irvine 


The New Hampshire state legislature 
boasts more women in it than any other 
state legistature. It also has the lowest 
paid legislators. 

While many women get involved in 
politics as volunteers or through town 
committees, men predominate when 
positions pay money. At one time a 
political party only sponsored a woman 
in a race if there was little chance for 
victory. And it’s not secret that money 

plays a major factor in elections. The 
average U.S. Representative will spend 
$147,000 campaigning and a Senator 
over $1 million 
In general women have a lot to learn 
about campaigning about getting out 
the vote and raising money. But Evelyn 
Murphy, a former Mass, State Secretary 
of Environmental Affairs ran an impres- 
sive campaign in the September -pri- 
mary. She was a close second in the 
lieutenant governor's race. She credits 
her strong showing with an early start 
and an ability to raise money. Many 
women across the state supported Mur 
ply at events such as $25-a-plate break- 
fasts. Murphy impressed the demo- 
cratic convention with her savvy and 
won the party's endorsement 
A quote from the Boston Globe last July 
12th indicated just how far women 
candidates have to go to be considered 
Tunning equals to men. Lois Pines, 
another hopeful in the Lt Governor's 
race, was described by David Farrell, 
“Although her militant support of the 
Equal Rights Amendment turns off 
some men and women, her good looks 
and personable demeanor will easily 
compensate for that” Imagine a male 
candidate being described as 
“vivacious,” or a “lawyer-legistor who 
acks a bundle of energy in a petite 


frame,” which is the way she was 
described in the Lowell Sun and 
Berkshire Eagle. 

Probably the most disappointing loss 
for the National Organization for Wo- 
men’s Political Action Committee 
(NOW PAC) in Mass. was Lois Pines’ 
bid for lieutenant governor. Mass. 
NOW PAC backed Pines, a former state 
representative from Newton and recent 
director of New England’s Regional 
Office ofthe Federal Trade Commission. 

Pines played a principal role in the 
passage of the Mass. Equal Rights 
Ammendment and has a pro-choice 
position on abortion. She finished fifth 
among five candidates reaping a dis- 
appointing 12% of the vote. 


A source in NOW said Pines’ campaign 
was too fragmented. This may explain 
the uneven showing in Mary Went- 
worth’s bid for Mass. 1st Congressional 
District Wentworth, of Amherst, had 
received sentiments of support from the 
Hampshire Co. NOW and did win in 
Amherst and Northampton. Wentworth 
received over 3,000 sticker votes com- 


pared to incumbent U.S. Rep. Silvio 
Conte’s 10,000. 


In the 2nd. Hampden and Hampshire 
Senate Democratic Primary Race NOW 
PAC’s Leonard Wagner was second to 
Linda Melconian 7522 to 7704 in a four 
way race. This race gives a good ex- 
ample of the fallacy of voting for a 
woman just because she isa woman. A 
review of someone's background or 
platform is a better indication than their 
gender of the probable position taken. 
In a poll taken by the NOW Repro- 
ductive Rights Task Force of the an- 
nounced candidates for state Senator 
Sisticky’s 2nd Hampdenand Hampshire 
vacant seat their position on abortion 
was revealed. Brian Santaniello (D) 


gave no response, Michael Julian (D), 
Leonard Wagner (D), David Robinson 
(the Republican winner), and Joseph 
Maruca (R) responded pro-choice and 
Linda Melconian (D), the only woman 
running, responded anti-choice. 


Even with over half of a polled pop- 


ulation in the U.S. wanting to stay out of 
El Salvador, there was still a clear 
difference between the male and female 
view.. The New York Times-CBS News 
Poll published in March 1982 showed 
that 54% of males polled “say they are 
afraid the U.S. will get involved in El 
Salvador the way it did in Vietnam.” 
Sixty-six percent of polled women felt 
this way. 

An underestimated factor that could 
affect Reagan in the next election is 
women’s views on the environment 
One poll found that 70% of women want 
to maintain our environmental laws 
even at the cost of economic growth. 
Only 40% of women trust Reagan to do 
the right thing about the environment. 
This view has been borne out with the 


actions of Reagan’s Secretary of Interior, 
James Watt and EPA head, Anne Gor 


such. 

Essentially Reagan is discriminating 
against the woman worker. In his own 
cozy redecorated White house home, 
Nancy Reagan calls herself a “help- 
mate.” But in the majority of the rest of 
this country’s homes, many women 
don’t get home until 5 o'clock 44.6 
million or 38% of American women 
work. Ronald Reagan's view of women 
is based ona time -worn view, the myth 
that women work for a little extra 
money. But the fact remains that in 
1970, 18% of American women worked 
compared with 38% today. According 
to a June 1982 CBS Survey, 60% of 
working women say they work to su- 
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ort themselves or their families and 
only 25% to bring in extra money. This 
is compared toa1970 survey where 41% 
worked for support and 48% for extra 
income. 

Women are affected more than men by 
the Reaganomics. Diana Pearce, co- 
author of the National Advisory Council 

onEconomic Opportunity’s latest report, 
says, there is a “feminization of pov- 
erty.” Women are the main recipients of 
social welfare. Eight and one half 
million households are now headed by 
females. One out of every three of these 
families live in poverty as opposed to 
one in 18 households headed by men. 

Following the defeat of the Equal Rights 
Ammendment, the National Organiza 

tion for Women (NOW) launched a 

national fund-raising campaign to elect 

more women, as well as feminist men, to 
localand state offices. NOW supports 

candidates with a proven commitment 
to equality. The NOW Political Action 

Committee (PAC) has a fund-raising 
goal of 2 to 3 million dollars by Nov- 
ember. This would make NOW PAC the 
third largest PAC in the nation behind 
Jesse Helm’s Right Wing Congressional 
Club and the National Conservative Po! 
itical Action Committee. 


The Gender Gap 

Is there indeed a women’s voting bloc? 
In the last national election the women’s 
vote differed significantly from the 
men’s. Fifty-four percent of the men 
voted for Reagan compared to 46% by 
women. 

The Gallup Poll this summer showed 
women disapproving of Reagan’s job 
performance by a margin of 52% to39% 
while males approved 51% to 39%. 

What has caused this “gender gap” as 
Ellen Goodman of the Boston Globe 

cont on page 15 
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WE'VE MOVED! 


Now at 14 Center St. 
Northampton 
584-5783 


GAZEBO is a unique combination! 
of antique and modern. The own- 
ers, Judith Fine and Faith Foss, are 
dedicated to oferins the public the 
finest in quality. In addition to 
custom clothing, Ms. Fine has creat- 
ed an arustic display of tasteful 

‘lingene using the finest fabrics and 
gorgeous laces. G 
collectible boxes, 


runners, doilies, handkerchiefs, pillowcases and 
have all been lovingly restored by Ms. Foss. , 
Come in and see for yourself—browsers welcome! 
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Health Care 


SESSIONS FOR WOMFN 
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SUNDERLAND, 


Specializing in the design of posters, 
flyers, brochures, stationery, cards, 
etc.; for those offering workshops, 
Classes & healing services; for artists, 


(413) 665-7577 
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The Area’s Largest 
Feminist Bookstore! 


* Books 
* Records 
* Cards 
* Buttons 
* Jewelry 
* Journals 
22 Center Street 
Northampton, MA. 


413-586-6445 
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 10-6 
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La Mar es Mi Querida 
by Rai Lan 


Carefully walking the ocean's edge, I'm 
dancing 
not to get wet but she 


chases me mischieviously _ entrapping 


my heart in her spell. 
And soon, _ deep in her I dive. 


She loves me with all the roar of the sea, 
in waves that climb as if to touch the 
sky. 
Rushing forth crashing 
pouring her salty rinse over me. 


I swim under the sea, splash 
and play in her warm froth 
Ican seeall the colors of the ocean 
as she pulls me in her current, 


Spinning in her eddies 

T hear her laughter 
and I am released, tenderly carried 
to shallow water. 


She soothes me with the calmness 
of the ocean on a quiet morning, 
Finding the rough spots, she carresses 
them smooth as ocean polished stones. 


Contented waves lap the shoreline 
Peace that reaches the blue horizon. 


Pero que mas hermosa mujer 
when the moon pulls her, 
She eases away, little waves splashing 

del adios. Her moisture 
evaporates on the drying sand. 


I walk the beach alone, 
the tide retreats further 
and further away. 


Little sea creatures are lost on the slopes: 
wishing for the sea that fills them. 

Glistening shells lie unturned , 

reflecting the rays of the sun, setting, 


Getting cooler now, I shiver ] 
But I lay on the beach and wait 
Her sounds echoing in my ears... 


She is la mujer mas hermosa, la mar. 
La mar es mi querida 


et beoeses, 


BATTE 
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graphic by Becky LaMothe 


~~ LESBIANS 


“No woman is safe until we all are.” This am a dyke working in a shelter, they 


slogan is used in the battered women’s 
movement to tell women that all of us 
can be victims of male violence. The 
battered women’s movement has had a 
large impact in the lives of victims of 
domestic abuse. It has offered them a 
safe place, empowerment through self- 
help, and a sisterhood of women who 
are truly concerned for the battered 
womar’s welfare and who will give her 
support. This sisterhood of women was 
in large part due to lesbian energy and 
lesbians continue to be a motivating 
force in the fight against violence against 
women. 

“No woman is safe until we all are.” 
Lesbians are perhaps the least safe. In a 
male-dominated heterosexist society, 
choosing to be identified with womyn 
places us in a dangerous position 

I have had lesbians talk to me about 
lesbian battering situations. Knowing | 


hope that I could give them comfort and 
advice. As womyn identified womyn, it 
is scarey to talk about this, sisters hurting 
sisters. A lesbian that batters is not a 
man. She does not have the same 
privileges or options. And yet, for the 
victim, -there can be similarities, in the 
intensity of the violence, in the isolation 
and helplessness) There are also 
differences for a lesbian who is being 
battered, her support svstem may be 
smaller, she may not be able to turn 
to her family or the police. 

Sometimes lesbian battery is not 
talked about for fear of encouraging 
more homophobic myths of loud 
violent, “butch’-type dykes. And yet, 
the avoidance only serves to perpetuate 
the isolation and lack of options for a 
battered lesbian. 

What does the battered women’s 
movement do for lesbians? There is an 


obvious lack of heterosexual women 
working on their homophobia. In the 
statistics of women served by battered 
women’s shelters, what percentage of 
women helped are lesbians? What of the 
battered lesbian? Where is the safe place 
for her? It is sad, and ironic, that in a 
movement that had founding mothers 
who are lesbians, and where lesbians 
give their energy, time and continued 
commitment, there is little commitment 
to lesbians. 

In the lesbian community, there is a 
small but persistent voice-we are 
starting to talk about this subject, we are 
looking for answers to our questions-- 
How can this happen to us? What do we 
do? Who do we turn to? Many lesbians 
have said “I never thought of calling a 
battered women’s shelter, I thought it 
was just for straight women.” Is it up to 
lesbians to create our own network for 

cont on page 15 
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WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 6 


% Photographs of Women in all different fields of 
music will be on exhibit at Feast and Folly, 111 
Pleasant St, Northampton, starting today. Photos are 
by weil-known professional! photojournalist Diane 
J.M. Davies. . 


CALENDAR 


THURSDAY OCTOBER 7 
% Job interviewing workshop offered by Working 
ss HO Women’s Task Force of the Everywoman’s Center. 
S 584-9735 & Campus Center rms. 905-909, 12-1:30. No fee. 
& 20 CENTER ST. “OY 

fee N'HAMP Ca) ke THE THIRD WORLD WOMEN'S TASK FORCE is 
sponsoring a film series this fall entitled: “Third 

WRSI 95.3 FM World Women in Liberation Struggles.” This film 
series is held every other Thursday from noon until 1 
p.m. Discussion following film. Campus Center rm., 


UMass. More info: Betsy, 545-0883. No fee. 


ALL CONCERTS WITH 


MONDAY OCTOBER 11 


- | %& The Negro Ensemble Company presents award: 
winning Broadway hit “Home.” Part of the Third 
World Theater Series. Bowker Auditorium, UMass. 8 
pm. 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 8 


"Food Fright,” three-woman show about issues of 
food and body image as they affect women. Begins 
tonight through Oct. 23. Info; Lois Ahrens at 586- 
5886 or Present Stage, PO Box 34, Northampton, 


MA 01060. 


~ GARTHWAITE, 
HAWKINS, & SORRELS 


Music, song and story by three powerful women 


%e Women’s Community Theatre will present 2 
celebration of new plays by American Women 
Playwrights tonight and tomorrow night. These will 
be presented as staged readings, and the audience is 


invited for coffee and conversation following the 


7 & 10 pm $5 


MONDAY OCTOBER 18 


THE THIRD WORLD WOMEN’S 


ARCHIVES is a working collective composed 
of Latina, Afro-American, and Asian-American 
women at present The Archives is a non-circu- 
lating library/resource center of diverse, multi- 
cultural and multilingual materials by, for and 
about Third World women in the U.S. and abroad. 
At present the Archives has approximately 4,000 
books and periodicals and a sizable file of reprints, 
newsletters, clippings, etc The Archives needs all 
of us-to make an appointment to visit it or to 
donate time, energy, money, books, photos, 
artwork, office equipment, etc, please contact the 
Archives at PO Box 159, Bush Terminal Station, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232. Folks are especially en- 
couraged to become a“ Friend of the Archives” by 
donating money ona monthly, quarterly or yearly 
basis, entitling you to receive the Archives 
newsletter. Checks must be payable to: THE 
THIRD WORLD WOMEN’S EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCES, INC. 


i} COUNTERVISION, a photojournal on 
4j cultural diversity in the community of women, is 
announcing a call for entries from women photo- 
i graphers. The deadline for submissions is 
r November 30, 1982. A maximum of 10 
unmounted, black and white glossies will be 
y accepted from each photographer along with an 
entry fee of $5. Please include a SASE. Fora more 
in-depth prospectus, write: CounterVision, c/o 
Diane Duff, 3021 Rawson St, Oakland, CA. 94619 
or call (415)436-8030 leaving your name and 


address, 


‘ THE GAY AND LESBIAN BOOK 


CAUCUS, formed at the 1982 American Book- 
selfers Assoc. convention, will coordinate efforts y 
publishers to share one large space at the 1983 
AB.A. convention, and will aid in year-round 
networking. Info: Sasha Alyson ¢/o Alyson 
Publications, P.O. Box 2783, Boston, Ma.02208. 


FERRON 


7 & 10 pm 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 24 


Odetta 


with Geoff Bartley 
$5.50 


7 & 10 pm 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 12 
oe 


KAY GARDNER 


7 & 10 pm 


$5 


New Full Bar! 
Remember we're open 
3 meals a day. 7 days a week 


8AM-MID SUN1 


shows. Tonights show is The Red Hat by Barr 
Walton. Sage 2, Smith College, 8 pm. 


%& Lynne Mery! Trio at Wiggins Tavern in Northampton 


SATURDAY OCTOBER 9 


% Women’s Community Theater production of No 
False Moves by D. Proos and S. Thames will be read 
for women only, 2 pm, Sage 2, Smith College. 


3% Women’s Community Theatre production of three 
one-acts: The Tangled Thread by C. Rush, Another 
Thursday Afternoon by Annie Corey, and Love Song 
for an Amazon by Martha Boesing. Sage 2, Smith 
College, 8 p.m. 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 10 


te UMASS. LESBIAN UNION meetings at 6:00 in rm. 
102, Campus Center. All women welcome. 


MONDAY OCTOBER 11 


x&"The Astrology of Relationships,” an ongoing 
course, meets Monday eves, 7:30 pm, in Montague 
starting Sept. 27. Join anytime. Also a possible 
Amherst course. Call Ellen, 774-4515 (home) or 545- 
2651 (work, Tu/Thu/Fri). 

je VALLEY WOMEN'S CHORUS rehearsals are 
Monday evenings at 6:30. third floor of Thorne’s 
Market, Northampton. See Announcements for more 
details. 


%& Bonne Belle 10 Kilometer Race for Women. 12 
noon, Boston Common. 


tr Jazz singer/guitarist TERRY GARTHWAITE, stary- 
teller/author BOBBY LOUISE HAWKINS, folk music 
legend ROSALIE SORRELS. An evening of song and 
story, Tha Iron Horse, Northampton. 7 pm and10 pm 
shows. $5. 
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 13 

X ACTING CLASS FOR WOMEN: Explore your 
creativity through acting. Body work, improvisation, 
voice and storytelling. There is a fee. More info: Iris 
Bloom at 584-5888. 


A REAL PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S 
THEATRE CO. of Portland, Oregon is sol- 
iciting plays and other original material for their 
upcoming season. Submissions including any 
info, on royalties etc to: A Real Professonal 
Women’s Theatre Co, c/o Nancy Vanderburgh, 
555 N.E Fargo#1, Portland, OR 97212. 


FLOWER ESSENCES help you hea! emo- 
tional and mental shock, deal with fears, increase 
your strength. Free sessions for women in crisis 
situations with no money to spare. Helpful for 
children’s problems too. This service may become 
available this fall at Everywoman’s Center at 
UMass.. Call Ellen, 774-4514 (home) or 545-2651 
(work, Tu/Th/Fri only). 


THE WORKING WOMEN’S TASK 


FORCE will be offering three support groups 
beginning the last week in October. A career/life 
planning group, working women’s support group, 
and an unemployed women’s Support group. 
Contact Everywoman's Center for more info, at 
545-0883. Open to both University and 
community women. Free, q 
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o at The Common Ground, 


*kLynne Mery! Tri 
Brattleboro, VT. 


ak XICA starts at Pleasant St. Theater, Northampton. 


See ad. 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 15 


Se VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE editorial and adver 
tising deadline. Please send to VWV. PO Box 392, 
Northampton, MA 01061 or drop off at our newly- 
renovated office in the HCAC building at 218 State 
St, Northampton. 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 16 


%& BATTERED WOMEN'S DAY OF UNITY. In Holyoke, 
Womanshelter/Companeros is sponsoring a candle- _ 
light ceremony with music and poetry to mourn those 
who have suffered abuse as well as to celebrate those 
who have survived. The ceremony begins at 6:30 pm 
at Veteran's Park in Holyoke. In case of rain, the event 
will take place at St. Paul's Episcopal Church. During 
the day, Womanshelter will be staffing an information 
booth from 10-4:30 at the Ingleside Mall in Holyoke. 
Details: 536-1628. Other battered women’s shelters may have 
other events in your area, give them a call. 


* Relationships: a one-day workshop for women on relatian- 
ships, Workshop will be experiential and verbal. Open to all 
women. Info. and registration: Estelle Gorfine, 253-2882. 


MONDAY OCTOBER 18 


xe Women in Science Seminar Series presents: “Spiral 
Galaxies: Formation of Stars and Women Astronomers” 
Lecture by Judy Youn, Post-Doctoral Research Associate in 
Astronomy at the Wersity of Mass. 12 noon, Hampshira 
Coltege, Cole Science Center room 114. Contact Pamela 
Mack, 549-4600, ext. 518. 


%* Midwifery Skills Workshop begins. Contact Zhena: 665- 
4121. 


% FERRON, Canadian singer/songwriter. The tran Horse, 
Northampton. 7? pm and 10 pm shows. $5. 


: TRILLIUM, formerly The Women’s Yellow 


Pages, is a directory of services by and for women. 
Trillium is non-profit and is dedicated to further 
networking among Valley women This year's 
edition includes craftswomen, busirless-women, 
women-owned businesses and more. Find out 
who the women are out there and SUPPORT 
THEM. The directory costs $1.50 including 
postage. Make checks payable to Trillium and 
send to PO Box 257, Sunderland, MA. 01375. 
You'll receive your copy within 10 days. Thanks! 


The Valley Women’s Chorusis in need of a 
piano. If you have or know ofa piano not in regular 
use that could be donated or sold to the chorus, 
please call Catherine D’ Amato, 268-3696. 

The Chorus meets for rehearsl each Monday at 
6:30 pm on the 3rd floor of Thorne’s Market in 
Northampton. Membership is open to all women. 
No audition required. 


“ Alcohol and the Lesbian Community,” 
a one-day workshop free and open to all lesbians 
will be held Saturday, November6, 10 amto1 pm 
The workshop will include education about 
alcohol use and abuse, as well as discussion of 
alcoholism from the viewpoint of recovering 
alcoholics, their friends and family. Co-depen- 
dency will be considered along with how the 
general issue affects the lesbian community. 
Valley Women's Martial Arts Dojo, 3rd floor 
Thornes Market Northampton. For info and 


location, call Madeli 
584-9016. adeline at 586-8127 or Sandy at 


Is your event in the Calendar? 
WHYNOP 


nh, Mass. 01060 
3) 584-2479 


———— 


of hope, the places of light. 


coast. 


This, our First 


done and what we expect to do in the months ahead. 


We decided to write a newsletter as we went along for several reasons: 
we are afraid we will forget the details unless we write them down; 
met and thank them for the time they gave us as we passed through th 
those of you we haven't met so that you will know where we are and what we are doing. 


Some of you have wn Lobe to oe and asked us to stop by for a visit and a conversation about your work. 
of you are friends or business acquaintances from our years in Washington, D.G. when Annie was working in the Congxreuy 


at the Congressional Clearinghouse on the Future and Mary Clare was pursuing her work as a photographer/artist. wd many 
of you have never heard of us because your names were sent to us by your friends who thought you were examples of 
what we are looking for. 


The Future is Female Project is underway. This, our first newsletter, 


is sent to let you know what we have 


1)the data is growing so fast that 


eir communities; 3) and we want to keep informed 


And what is that? The Future is Female Project is an independent project. We are traveling around the 


United States and Canada for a year talking with people who are feminist artists and/or people who are conceiving 
or living out new structures in the society, i.e. structures that come out of a feminine consciousness; structures 


that are non-hierarchial, cooperative, life-giving, healthy for the planet; structures for family life, health care, 


law, business, the arts, education, agriculture, etc. 


We are Looking for the seeds of the future, for the structures 
We believe they must and are emerging out of the feminine in each of us. 


This newsletter is our way of sharing these findings so far -- from Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 


Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, parts of upstate New York, Ontario. 
newsletters about the midwest, the northwest, the west.coast, southwest, and south, as well as the Atlantic 
This first newsletter is our way of saying hello and thank you as we pass on to you-these resources for your 


own network for the future. 


This newsletter is a product of two wo- their printing run andi as an tnsert, there~ | 


men on the road and one back East trying 
to put the pieces together. There are 
typos, misspelled names, left-out people, 


the movement of the project as we travel 


about 
copy machines and layout advice. 


L i tion out to 
sincere effort to get informa 
you as quickly as possible, and we thank 
you for bearing with us GS we ¢ 
the road. 


We are very grateful 
Voice of the Pioneer 


chusetts 
ee our first newsletter, out to you. 


We thank the Votce for including us in 


Valley tn western 


It is not 
cramped pages and blank spaces. 
fancy or polished, but immediate, true to 


borrowing tynewriters. and paper and 
It is our 


ontinue, on 


to the Valley Women's 


for worktna with us to get 


We are planning to produce similar 


by reducing our costs considerably. In 
turn, we have sent the Votce to the 2000 
names on our lists. We hope you wtll look 
at the Voice carefully, and consider sub- 
scribing to it as well as to the Future is 
Female newsletter. 


We are excited by the cooperation and crea- 
tivity possible between two independent 
projects, and by how easy it can be to help 
each other out. Thank you, Valley Women's 
Voice, for joining with us, 


If you want to receive 3-5 more of the 
Future is Female newsletters in the next 
12 months, send $10 (or more tf you can) to 
THE FUTURE IS FEMALE PROJECT 
PO Box 232 
Plorence, MA 01060 
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All over the world, people are asking new questions about 
old institutions, doing research, experimenting with their ow 
personal lives, testing the courts, pushing for new laws. That 
we are in a pericd of breakdown and rebirth is not original 
to us, but it is obvious from our travels thus far that there 
is indeed much reexacination going on across the land. We have 
met some of the people who are on the edge places, and we have 
listened to their ideas. 

This section of the newsletter is our attempt to share with 
you some of what we have heard. Ic is our contention that the 
new, the creative, the imaginative emerges from the feminine in 


DR. ALICE ROSSI (Seciology Department, UMass, Amherst, MA 
01002, 413-545-3416) is one of our country's leading sociologists. 
We asked her what she was working on and she named a few: 

1. Her study of the National Women’s Conference in Houston 

‘ ig about to be published. She found that the net effect 
of the conference was to lower the political expectations 
of the average woman who attended the conference, i.e. 
the women who were not organizing meetings or making 
speeches. The women who attended the conference as 
participants had less confidence about running for 
political office than they had when they arrived. 
The leaders, on the other hand, had more confidence, but 
the net effect was a lowering of expectations because 
there were more women disillusioned than encouraged. 


2. The women's movement seems to be in a cycle of interior 
movement now, incorporation into the mainstream. This 
is often seen as "deadtime", but it is very much alive. 
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3. This year, Alice is the first woman president of the 
American Sociological Association, and she is approach- 
ing the annual meeting with an intent to let as many 
people as possible participate in planning the event. 
She is inviting other speakers than just sociologists 
to give papers, thereby broadening the context. She 
has invited a husband and wife team to present a paper 
together and they are very pleased. It is the first 
such invitation they have ever received. 

She has selected the chairpersons for the panels, but 

she has asked those individuals to choose the panelists. 
In this way, they will be able to decide on the structure 
and content of their discussions instead of having that 
decision come from the president. 

By introducing these processes into the annual meeting 

of the ASA, Alice hopes to demonstrate the viability of 
shared leadership and a more egalitarian structure. 


4. Several of her women graduate students formed a group 
to meet and talk about how their work connects with 
their lives as persons, as family members, as job 
seekers. Alice is concerned that higher education tends 
only to educate the brain, and not the whole person. 
Therefore, graduate students have a hard time competing 
for jobs when they have had little or no experience with 
job interviews and no training in communication skills. 
This group that she formed with her students was not a 
therapy group, but it did help che students begin to 


apply the abstract concepts of sociology to the real 
world. 


She has ahunch that tune ls 
LAOESOUN UX BQnavior 2d men 
Gud pen Age , ual WH be. 
Come mune ‘feminine’, Sopler , 


ee nese: 


The Future is Kwale P 


each of us, and we have focu 
because we want to exclude men, 
hear what women are saying about our fucure. 
we have been absent from the discussion, or so it seems. 


some of them in a journal,and sketches 
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meeneay we want to give you the gist of our meetings, anecdotes 


that will describe the deeper meanings of those conversations. 
We hope you will be as stimulated by the ideas here as we have 
been, and still are. 
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5. Her latest work involves gender and aging. She has a 
hunch that there is a crossover in behavior as men and 
women age, that men become more "feminine", softer, more 
nurturing, more willing to stay at home, slower paced 
as they age, and that women become more active, more 
assertive, more eager to get out of the house. 

If Alice is right, and she says there needs to be alot 

, of research on this question, "masculine" and "feminine" 
characteristics are not gender based at all, and sexual 
stereotypes are being made on only part of our life 
experiences. 


6. Finally, she recommended a book, The Tangled Wing: 
Biological Constraints on the Human Spirit by Melvin 
Korner to be published by Holt, Rimehart in the fall. A 
nice blend of science, social science and poetry. 


Not long after talking with Alice, we met an example of her 
notion about behavior crossover at middle age. ELLIE PATTISON 
(PO Box 474, West Sand Lake, NY 12196, 518-674-2277) said as 
soon as we sat down to interview her that she was "a woman in 
transition." For years she has been an active volunteer on 
mental health issues in New York State and for the last four 
years, she has been president of the State Association. But 
she has no degree in che field and has decided to go back to 
school so that "the world will finally call me a professional 
and so that I will be paid for all the work I've been doing for 
free all these years." 

Ellie's husband, Ned, a friend of Annie’s from D.C., is a 
former Member of Congress, and when Ellie was running for State 
President, Ned was running for a third term in Congress. We lost 
his election and two days later, she won hers. 

Her office is in New York City; her new schooling will take 
place in Bennington, VT. Ned has settled into practicing law 
again and has a daily radio "opinion" spot, but otherwise is not 
as active as Ellie is now. This causes tension, to be sure, 
but they are working through the transitions and finding new 
ways to accommodate to each other's schedules. 
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A few years ago, NELLICE GILLESPIE-WOLTEMADE ( 
Department of 

Sociology, Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT 05753, $02-388- 
3711 x2303, or 105 S. Main St., 802-388-3520) wrote her disser- 
tation on the life changes that women experience when they become 
conscious as women ~- not exactly what Ellie Pattison is zolta 
through, but certainly a point of transition for many women , 
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WDC (104 Princeton, Ave., Providence, RI 
8), buc it continues to work with neighbor-— 
te small businesses and give training. 


The Women's Institute for Housing and Economic Development, 
on the other hand, is raising money from corporations to 
give to women's centers so that they can start businesses, 
Tennovate houses for low income women, get involved in other 
ventures that require capital otherwise unavailable to women, 


The Institute's address is 22 Anthony St., Newport, RI 
02840, 401-849-6581. 5 Sot 


For more information about what these two women are 
thinking about and doing with women's organizations, contact 
Susan at the Center for Resource Management, 3072 Crompond Rd., 


Yorktown Heights, NY 10598, 914-245-1301 (w), 914-739-0670 (h). 
Contact Joan c/o the Institute. 


BETTY KAUFMAN hasn't been as successful as Joan Sprague, 
but her ideas are as exciting. And because we hope that good 
ideas attract other ideas, we want to tell you what she tried to 
do. She made a proposal to HUD to create urban work 
environments for women owned ventures. She wanted to buy a 
commercial building with private financing that could support 
a variety of businesses ~~ some artists’ lofts, restaurant, 
doctor and lawyer offices, art gallery for women, etc. By 
using one receptionist, one central prince shop, one central 
telephone system, she figured to cut costs. In addition, she 
wanted to teach women to manage commercial real estate and 
invest any profits in other women supported ventures. 

Betty had a hard time keeping a group together to plan 
the fund raising program, and she welcomes any questions or 
comments at 58 Roundwood Rd., Newton, MA 02164, 617-244-9504. 


REBSCCA PETERSON hasn't been so interested in buying space 
for women as she has been in studying the effects of space 
on women. Her book, New Space for Women, edited with several 
of her colleagues, explores women and their environments. 

We talked with her about the sort of spaces women would 
design out of their own experience. She said she put her 
laundry room on the second floor of her house next cto her 
new baby's room because that is where the dirty clothes were. 
She uses open stack drawers in the baby's room so that anyone 
who goes there can find what they need. She is interested 
in how we put all of our tools in a home in the basement, as 
though the house was not a workplace. She says that her house 
is a workplace, and she wants her tools to be accessible to her. 


Recently, Rebecca published a piece about energy conservation 
and women. She asserted that women were being used as the 
scapegoats by energy conservationists who claim that household 
appliances use far too much energy and should be reduced in 
number. She said to us, "Energy consumption in the a. 
home is only a small fraction compared to energy use in office 
buildings and industrial plants. Yet the tools of the home 
are being attacked by environmentalists and feminists from all 
sides." 
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great lengths to show her a good time. Catherine said that these 
same citizens were not fond of Communism, were in fact very 
conservative politically, but when they met this woman as a person, 
they forgot about her politics. They exchanged recipes, went 
shopping, met the children, went to church. It was a simple 
connection, but it changed the lives of all the people involved. 


This summer, Catherine is bringing together a group of news- 
Paper editors from the US and Russia. They will meet in late Au- 
gust in a small college in New Hampshire. One possible result of 
this meeting may be an exchange of non-political editorials between 
newspapers. The topics may be elementary -—~ "The first day spring 
came to our town", "My favorite fishing hole," ete., "Bue when 
you have as much mistrust as we have built up between us," 
Catherine said, “you start at the beginning. You start with 
disclosures of simple, day-to-day things and that enables 
you to trust each other slowly and in a non-threatening way. 

You build on that foundation." 


Catherine is also responsible for the creation of the UN 
International Year of Cooperation in 1965, and projects from thac 
venture ~~ space program cooperation, student exchanges, etc. -= 
continue to this day. 


She helped create Peacelinks, a group of women working ouc 
of Washington, D.C. who are also doing exchanges with people, 
and she is working on the production of a benefit performance 
of "Peace Child" at the Kennedy Center in Washington next 
December. It is a baroque-rock piece about a Russian child 
and an American child. 


For all of this expenditure of energy, she says that she 
needs 80% of her cime in solitude. She lives in a small cabin 
in the woods of New Hampshire, and she can give you more infor- 
mation about these and other activities if you contact her there. 


FRANCES CROWE, ELISE BOULDING, and PAT SIMON all talked with 
us about their concerns for the survival of the planet. 
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FRANCES works for the Nuclear Freeze in Western Massachusetts 
out of a paper and book lined stfica in MNorthampron. Sine told 


us about meeting a Russian woman who was speaking in Amherst, 

and Frances asked her "What is the most important issue confront- 
ing women today?" And the Russian woman answered, "The threat of 
nuclear war." And when Frances heard this answer, she cold her 
friends to go where this woman was speaking and to ask this 
question. And they did. And everytime, the Russian woman had 

the same answer, "The threat of nuclear war." 


Frances can't understand why groups of women, parti- 
cularly the more radical feminists, won't join in the struggle 
for a nuclear freeze. "Don't they know,” she asked, "that 
this is the most importance issue for all women, for all of the 
human race, for all of life as we know 11?" 


PAT SIMON knows it. She lost a son in Vietnam and was a 
Gold Star mother. She got radicalized by that loss and foughe 
for amnesty. Now she vorks for the Freeze in Cambridge. She 
yearns to return to leading workshops on feminism and war in 
which she explores the connections between them, but she feels 
she must see the Freeze passed before she can do what she 
really wants to do. She says, "The most important issue for 
women now is survival." 


And what it does to communities and townships that suddenly have 
to provide services for 20,000 when they were only used to pro 
viding services for 2,000. The stress and all of its symptoms -- 
alcoholism, suicide, depression, child and spouse abuse, etc. -- 
are the human realities of the nation's search for energy in the 
western states. 


ELISE BOULDING believes that, in part, our survival depends 
on whether or not we can imagine a world without weapons. With 
Warren Ziegler, she has designed workshops on imagining a world 
at peace, a world without destructive tools in every nation. 


Mary Clare writes in her journal about this idea: 

"How we image anything is how reality is for us; there- 
fore -if we would bring such images into consciousness, ve 
would know more truly what we believe. Also, the way we 
image has power to create the reality of what we image. 
How, I don't know. How do I image myself? I mean, what 
am I to myself, visually? How do I see my work? As an 
artist? How do I image the Future is Female Project? 

A whole web, not sticky, spun by us all. How do I image 

my relationship with Annie? It used to be an A-frame house, 
dependent and leaning. What is it now? How do I image 

my needs, that big bundle of things I seem always co be 
toting around, dragging items out to be serviced. How do 
we as women image family? Nature? How do we image God 

or a Great Spirit or a spiritual journey? 
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Community Theater performs original material written by 


‘somen | 5 
Because 


Gnd for women. thev exist because ‘Ne love theater. 
we like women working together. Because ve want to give women 
a chance to find out what they can do in an area in which they 
have few opportunities under a more traditional system. Be- 
cause we believe we can be an agent for change, not by making 
speeches, but by entertaining. 3ecause we want Co show women 
as strong, positive people, as opposed to our usual image in 
the media." They are always looking for new scripts. Contact 
Sarah Dreyer at 21 Valley View Dr., amherst, MA 01002. 


Debbie Fier is a musician -- pianist, composer, singer, 
leader of singing for women. She teaches chanting, and 
Mary Clare met her at a workshop led by Debbie and Jean 
Erlbaum on Politics and Spirituality. Debbie has just 
recorded her first album because she wants to get her work 
out to a larger audience. She plays mostly local clubs 
because she wants to develop rapport with small groups. 
She doesn't want to be a national star; she wants to 
know her audience -- live where they live, read che 
same papers, shop at the same grocery stores. She is 
very active and has lots or ideas and energy. 

IZyou wanc to reach her, you will have to contact her 
through Jean Erlbaum, 39 Haywood St., Greenfield, MA. 
We lost some of our files when our car was stolen in 
Chicago, and we can't find her address anywhere. Jean 
can forward your letter to Debbie. 


—— 
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The Cauldron Experimental Theat 
perimental theater in Boston, © sngsbury and Clover 
Thanyo. The theater embraces 2 wide 5p Of -sOnk, 2ron 
“soetry to the visuai to movement to the solircical to any kind 
of diaiosue sicuacion that can take place in an empty space.... 
we're working ta unify the women and the men in this community, 
wnile still maintaining our separate ideas. We have shows that 
are all «women, all men, and mixed." The Cauldron will de 
changing this fall as Clover leaves for New York, and Mart: and 
$ group of women will collectively give it new lize. Contacc 
Marty at 22 Randolph St., Boston, MA 22118. 617-542-8575, 


lesbian ex- 


Storyvshoppes are spiritual growth programs for women that con~ 
bine storytelling, feminism, and the arts. Each storyshoppe 
includes the re-fashioning of an ancient avth or tale, group 
exercises and discussions, a time for silence, and a ritual for 
healing and reconciliation. "They are intended for women who 
seek to name and tame the dragons of division and dualism and 

to re-claim as our own those stories and tales that better guide 
us along Life's journey toward wholeness, light and love." 

Midge Miles leads them and has worked especially with «omen in 
churches. Contact her at 517 Purfton Village, amhersr, MA 91002. 


Ann Rhodes and Barbara Anger are the Mischief Mime Co. ( PO 

Box 725, Ithaca, NY 14850. 607-273-2171.) They create pieces 
that deal with issues common to us all in indirect ways, and 

they create their material from their own lives. They are 
positive and they are hope-bringers. After too many years of 
trying to be their own managers, they are going to hire someone 
to handle the business part of their work, so that they will have 
more time for the creative. They are available for bookings. 
Response to their work has been very positive. 


Nancy Tucker is a singer, songwriter, guitarist, comedienne. 

For her comedy routines and songs, she carries a suitcase full 

of props, which she digs into and comes up with outrageous cos- 
tumes. Nancy's more serious music concerns issues like relation- 
ships, political issues, and the importance of communication 
among people. She can be contacted at PO Box 186, Bloomrield, 

CT 06002. 203-242-5053. 


J_(_no period) WYattles has a lot of things to offer. She does 


a slide-tape presentation aalled "Quest for the Goddess." She 
does storytelling for people of all ages, and some themes are 
Tales of the Goddess; Amazons Witches, and Maids; Turn of the 
Seasons; Animal Stories; Scary Stories, Stories from Lreland, 
Japan, Africa, and American Indians. And she has two casette 
tapes of goddess stories, a goddess poster Zor you to color 
yourself, goddess imagery notecards and nsostcards, celebration 
cards and T shirts. For any of these, contact her at 61 Stafford 
St., Worcester, MA 10603. 617-799-4671. 


“Surviva'l is a film by Carol Clement and ariel Dougherty, which 
"blends documentary and dramatic footage with animation to show 
the daily life, the hopes and dreams and frustrations of a 
rural woman artist and her peers....Through the story of one 
woman, 'Surviva' raises the issue of an artist's relationship 
to her community.'' 32 min., color, 16 mm., released in 1981. 
Rental: $60, Purchase: $500. Contact Artemesia, Box ll, Sur- 
prise, NY 12176. 518-239-4344. 


The Wallflower Order Dance Theater Colleccive is committed to 
providing political culture of high artistic quality that 
broadens political awareness and inspires social action. The 
themes of Wallflower's dances over the years nave reflected and 
challenged the social movements of our time, ranging from femi- 
nist themes to issues dealing with the survival of the olanet 

and international Liberation struggles, For informacion, contact 
PO Box 825, Cambridge, MA 02139. 617-497-6221, : 


Wallflower Order 
A Women's Dance Theatre Collective 


Lyn Neeley, Pamela Gray, 
Suchi Branfman, Nina Fichter, 
Krissy Keefer 


Wallflower Order, a nationally acclaimed 
women's dance theatre collective, was 
formed in 1975 to express political 
Perspectives of the feminist movement 
through expressions of their own 
Personal stories and contemporary 
weiting. Although Wal 
art form is dance, they 
theatre, music, comedy, 
sign language into their 
multi-dimensional pieces 
emotional impact. 
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WOMONFYRE BOOKS, 22 Center St., Northampton, MA 01060 
413-586-6415, serves the Pioneer Valley of Has’ ; 
Your usual bookstore with records, buttons cirde 

and books. They also keep a notebook for ones to 

put notices in. When Annie first moved to that 

area, she went by there to see about finding places 

to rent. Women put notices in the notebook about 
things to sell, Places to stay, other personal notices 
Centrally located in downtown, it has a good 
selection and the bulletin board keeps up to date. 


'ssue oriented | 


Equity Network is a network of people concerned about proposed 
federal legislation that would be damaging to women. The pur- 
pose is to maintain a local volunteer citizen's group thact can 
respond quickly at critical moments to anti-choice, anti-equity, 
and anti-life legislation as it moves through the Congress or 
the Massachusetts state legislature. If you'd like to be a 
part, or talk about starting your own network in another area, 
contact Kathryn Girard, 1151 South East St., Amherst, MA 01002. 
413~256-6159. 
The Elizabeth Stone House is a program for women in emotional 
distress and their children. It combines low-cost residential 
services with advocacy and support for resolving practical and 
emotional problems. It is run by and for women, it is afford- 
able to poor women, children stay with their mothers, and 
residents retain responsibility for themselves at all times. 
For further information, call or write The Elizabeth Stone 
House, PO Box 15, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. 617~522-3417. 
Also, you can order a 45 minute color videotape about the 

program called "The Road I Took to You: Stories of Women 

and Craziness." Rental or purchase. Contact Jenny Holme 

at the above address. 


The New Alchemy Institute, PO Box 432, Woods Hole, MA 02543 has been 
experimenting with self-sufficiency techniques longer than any other 


group. They are testing solar heating systems, small fish farming, 
wind energy, organic growing techniques and other systems related to 
small scale self-sufficiency. Their work is highly respected and 
their research is solidly based. They publish a journal, a calendar, 
hold workshops, offer internships, welcome members. Contact them 


for more information. 


man Lactation Center was started by Dr. Dana Raphael to study 
Dr. Raphael is interested in women and children and 
bservations of culture. Mostly, 
king-off place for Dana's 
ct feeding has become a metaphor and a ta P 
ee iaebive mind. She can be reached for more information 
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PO. Box 67eLansing, N.Y. 14882 


al list of supporters of the ~Friends of the Cornell Eleven institutions loted lor denhtiahon purposes anly? 
A partial list of su 

: j Nancy Henley Gerda Lerner 
Ee ses Protoss, Pvehulexs Protessor Histury 


Barbara R Bergmann 


Sarah Lawrence College 


NEW WORDS, 186 Hampshire St., Cambridge, MA 02139, 
617-876-5310 had the largest selection of books in 
any stores we visited. They also have records, 
posters, photos, cards, lots of notices about up- 
coming events. The women were very helpful to 

us when we asked for information. 


SMEDLEY'S BOOKSHOP, 119 E. Buffalo St., Ithaca, NY 
14850, 607~273~-2325 is owned by Irene Zahava. She 
led Mary Clare to many good contacts in Ithaca, 
and che bookshop seems to be a center for the very 
active women's community in Ithaca. They have a 
good selection and are eager to help newcomers 

and strangers find their way about the area. 


TORONTO WOMEN'S BOOKSTORE, 85 Harbord St., Toronto, 
Ontario M5S 164 Canada, 416-922-8744 was up there 

with New Words when it comes to size and selection. 
Featuring not only US writers and artists, it 

also has a very fine selection of Canadian women's 
work. They gave us lots of information about the area 
too, which saved us alot of time and energy, ; 


BEETLES LUNCH is run by four hardworking women. The restaurant is less 

than a year old, but its reputation is very good. Located just outside 
Boston, Beetles is easy cto get to on the subway system and if you call 

when you get to town, they will give you directions. Laura Pattison 

is the instigator of the project and it is named for her godmother who 

gave her some money to start the restaurant. Look them up on 120 Harvard 
Avenue, Alliston, MA, 617-254-9457 and enjoy a good meal. | 


/OUPS 


setts Ave., Cambridge, MA 02140. 617-491-7809, or American 
Friends Service Committee Freeze Campaign, 3 Longworthy Rd., 
Northampton, MA 01060. 413-584-8975. 


The Boston Women's Health Book Callective began in 1969 as an 
informal diascusrnion/actrion BFeup of women concerned Vith women 


health issues. They are now a catalyst and leader in the women's 
health movement. They created Our Bodies, Our Selves, a 
women’s source book on health and sexuality, and Ourselves, Our 
Children, an examination of parents’ lives and needs. The 
Collective monitors issues and policies which affect women's 
health here and in other countries. They serve as a resource 
and referral center for women's health groups. They are active 
in the National Women's Health Network. They have translated 
Our Bodies into Spanish, Nuestros Cuerpos, Nuestras Vidas, 

and now the book appears in fourteen foreign editions. The 
Collective is developing an international perspective on 

women and health and is providing an important networking 
function for groups throughout the world. Contact them at 

465 Mt. Auburn, Watertown, MA. 617-924-0271. 


Alice Cook is in a group called Friends of the Cornell Eleven (PO Box 

67, Lansing, NY 14882, 607-272-1969). The Cornell Eleven suit is a 

class action suit against Cornell for tenure discrimination againsc 

women. A group of women has met for two years once a week for two hours 

to support the women in the suit, to raise money, to do research and to 
publicize the case. Alice is a specialist in Labor relations. She 

has traveled, lived and worked abroad studying labor unions, working 

women, governmental policy regarding labor and women, and she is currently 
writing two books, one about labor unions and the other about working 

women. i 
Alice once did a comparative study of communist and non-comunist coun- 
tries in terms of government policy for working mothers. She found 
that there was not much difference between the official policies of 


the nations. Then she went to talk with union leaders and she talked 


with women in the factories. And she asked them two questions: How do } 
you manage? and What is the most important thing that could help 1 
you? The answer to the first question was "By not sleeping.” And the 


answer to the second was "Childcare.". 
You can contact Alice at Elm Street, Ithaca, NY 14850, 607~272~2926. 
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Women all cver are exploring new ways to exhibit their art, 
and distribute their books and papers, relate to their audiences. 
At the same time, many woren are trying to get shows in traditional 


galleries, performances in local theaters, booths in regional 
crafts fairs, books with wellknown publishers. We have decided to 
highlight the former because they will be less known. 


DOLLY CURTIS belongs to a cooperative gallery, but she is 
still discouraged by the whole gallery scene. When we talked with 
her she was getting ready for a show that was costing her 35 hours 
a week, night work, loss of time with her children, her health and 
sleep. She said she was going to leave the gallery in June because 
“the more you learn the less you want to be involved in the art 
business. A show cost me $2000 and it takes too much time." You 
can reach Dolly at 35 Flat Rock Road, Easton, CT 06612, 203~372- 
4511, or you can read on as we present some other alternatives. 


COLLEEN STERLING and LAURA CATANZARO, Studio Epona, 238 
Columbia St., Cambridge, MA 02139, 617-492-7522, are two women who 
have bought a Living/studio space out of which they have created 
theix own gallery. The opening of Epona Gallery was set to coin- 
eide with the hanging of the Future is Female show, and Colleen 
and Laura built hanging panels for other pieces. Women in the Boston 
area brought slides, poems to read, performances to give, films to 
show, in addition to drawings, paintings, photographs, etc. There 
was a wonderful flow of women in and out all weekend and the pile 
of winter boots by the door and the hooks bulging with down jackets 
made the place cozy and warm. 

Laura and Colleen are artists, too. Laura does wonderful 
indoor wall murals and Colleen creates assemblages and boxes, paint- 
ings and drawings. They want to show work that other galleries 
think is too radical or woman identified. 


Gnosis Gallery is a new feminist gallery begun and supported 
by ANN LANGDON, 257 Orange St. 4th Floor, New Haven, CT 06510. 
Gnosis means knowing, as intuitive knowing. Ann is interested in 
providing space for women to show their work, at minimal cost, 
especially work that might not be shown in more commercial gal- 
leries. She has sponsored several group shows, is open to new 
ideas and would welcome contacts with artists who want to arrange 


one-person exhibits. ‘You can reach Ann at the gallery or at home 
at 117 Canner St., New Haven, CT 06511, 203-562-9152. 


 Somathtuy Nich aud good will 
Come OF Al Cis comnecting, “ 


MARY CLARES JOURNAL 


WOMEN EXHIBITING IN BOSTON (WEB) is a group that aims to 
give support and mutual encouragement to Boston women artists by 
other Boston women artists. The group sponsors workshops, exhibits 
in alternative spaces, and the membership keeps changing. It is 
a good place for women who are just entering the art world and it is 
also a good support place for women who have been around and need 
support. We talked with ANTIONETTE WINTERS, 186 Main St., Concord, 
MA 01742, 617-369-2920 who is the present Chairperson. 


PAT VECCHIONE has a studio in Providence, RI, which is full 
of translucent resin in the shape of grand pianos, people, bikes, lawn 
mowers. In order to show her work to a gallery in Chicago, she took 
a moving van and created an environment inside, added dry ice, and 
drove to the gallery. When she got there, she invited the owners to 
come outside and see her work. She opened the van door and invited 
them in. They signed her up for a show on the spot. 

While all this was going on, another gallery owner from 
across the street came by and looked in, and after a two hour con~ 
versation, she took Pat on as one of her artists. Pat can tell you 
more about her experiences in getting shows and her activities in the 
art community if you will contact her at Rhode Island School of 
Design, 2 College St., Providence, RI 02903, 401-331-3511 (w), or 


617-675-1982 (h)- 


, and to some degree, SUSAN 


ho require large spaces to show 
they use alot of 


ce in their work. 


VICKI HOVDE and MARSHA HEWITT 
BOSS-OPITZ are environmental artists wi 
their work. All are interested in outdoor rituals; 
women's imagery; and they sometimes include performan 


VICKI designed and directed a land blessing ritual for a 


Mass. Asking seven women to participate, she 
 seeeragliey Agar their faces, then she mounted the full face masks 
on sappling poles and asked each woman to wear the half masks. 

She made costumes of black pants and shirts. At twilight, the women 
came out from a covered place one at a time holding in front of their 
faces the sappling sticks with the full face masks strapped to them. 
They each found their place around a circle in front of a sculpture 
Vicki had made of stones and cheesecloth bags full of straw. During 
the ritual, each woman burned the bag in front of her and cook off her 
mask. There was chanting and silence, and the pace was slowed as each 
bag burned separately. 

Vicki can tell you more if you will contact her at 113 Meadow 
St., Amhersc, MA 01002, 413-549-6783. She is also interested in help- 
ing women design rituals around special events in cheir lives. 


MARSHA HEWITT (791 Tremont St., #214, Boston, MA 02188, 617- 
262-8993) did a similar piece when she was at Yaddo, an artists’ center 
in Saratoga Springs, NY. She found a cornfield and decided to create 
an environment there. She was reading about ancient rites and rituals, 
goddesses and matriarchies. She created a huge spiral trench and filled 
it with water; then made three goddesses made of cornstalks wrapped 
loosely in cheesecloth. She also used masks and hung them from branches 
of trees around the perimeter of the field. ; 

During this process, someone came into the site and cuc the 
corn in the field down, and this completely changed the space. But 
she didn't feel like the piece was finished, so she created a ritual. 
In this process, it became inevitable to her that she would have to 
sacrifice one of the goddesses, so she dressed one especially as a 
virgin, invited the other artists at Yaddo to join her at a specific 
time, and she burned it down. She told us that for the first time 
she had been engaged totally as a woman and as an artist in her work, 
not just making formal constructions and then documenting them, but 
creating out of her whole person and not just her incellect. 
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SUSAN BOSS-OPITZ (River St., Easthampton, MA, 413-527~7170) 

takes her art into the streets. She is commited to what she calls 
"public art" and she designs wall murals and banners for buildings. 
She makes wings and stuffed pieces using wooden frames and fabrics of 
all sorts. She has completely given up on the gallery scene, and she 
will sometimes dress up in some of her wings and rollerskate through 
Northampton. She has wings for the 4th of July parades; wings that are 
black and tattered for anci-nuclear marches; and she is designin 
wedding wings. : 5 

Susan is also working on a set called the Gard 

en of Ed 
pe ae and stuffed trees and furniture. She is planning aa 
ody costumes of Adam and Eve, invite audi 
Stage and become part of the ieee. gh Rane sacn 
Most of all, Susan believes in the na 
, gic of art, its t - 
formative nature, and she wants her work to be accessible to the punts 
Very energetic, creative and fun. ou * 


of 200 Lover's Knot, Stars and Roses Coens aced & Limited edition 
ets, i 
eet is her interpretation of several ancient cee eee oe 
eae ae the weaving at a small factory. She has alot Be ace 
— i ee sts can get their work out, and she is full of creative 
regina energy. Contact her at Anna Dunwell Tapestries, 3B 
ex, Boston, MA 02117, 617-247-2583. cae 
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As we moved through } 


rf 


State with the project 
to find a space in the 


politics, the future. We have 
each time, depending 
varied. 
yet whatever subjects came y 

P, there was always some 
meeting -- of the art, ours and theirs, of us with the 
artists and of the artists Chemselves. And in each 
setting, the art that we carry has been a presence, 
transforming for a time, the halls and rooms and studios 


in which it has hung, and so on man level 
has been rich sharing, 3 ea 


A brief description follows: 


September 12, 1981 First Annual Wimmin's Cultural 
Festival 
High Point, NC 
Contact Siné 
302 Church Ct. 
Greensboro, NC 27401 


Here we hung the art on the outside of a wonderful 
old barn and women gathered all day to look and 
respond to it. Local artists brought their work 
which was displayed inside the house. There were 
craft booths and games, food and music. Later a 
film about Georgia O'Keefe and dancing. It was a 
great inauguration for the traveling exhibic. 


February 23, 1982 Roz Payne 
Burlington Women's Center 
Burlington, VT 


Roz Payne invited artists through an announcement 

in the local paper. Mary Clare hung the show 

early in the day so that women who came to the Center 
for other activities during the day would be able 

to see it, We talked about how politics and art 
mesh, or don't mesh, for these women. 


March 6,7, 1982 Studio Epona 
238 Columbia St. 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
Colleen Sterling and Laura Catanzaro 


Our hanging of the exhibit here coincided with the 
opening of Studio Epona. Colleen and Laura dis- 
tributed flyers and called many women to cell them 
about the event. Many artists brought their work 
to hang , and we had a wonderful weekend arts fes- 
tival with food and poetry readings, films, per- 
formances, as well as slides of women's work and 
wonderful conversations. 


March 21. 22, 23, 1982 


Ann Taylor Gibson Vicki Hovde — Betsy Feick 
10 Cronin Hill Rd. 113 Meadow Sc. 34 Bates St. 
Hatfield, MA 01038 Amherst, MA Northampton, MA 


Ann Gibson arranged three different showings of 

the art exhibit in che Pioneer Valley of nee ey 
Massachusetts, an area with a strong women s 
community and culture. Women came to whichever ; 
gathering was convenient. We talked abouc women 5 
struggles to earn a living and make art, about 

some alternatives to traditional ways of showing 
art, women's imagery, and feminist art and its power. 
Women at each of these gatherings brought 

examples of their work or slides, and we shared 


then. 


March 27, 1982 Liz Vail 
6112 Walhonding Rd. 
Glen Echo Heights, *O 20016 


Liz offered her studio space for a place to oie 
the show and the group that came were Be 
artists from the Washington, D.C. Seca am 

ed work for us to carry a . é 
ee or wdiston and a lively conversation pea ee 
the project was going and about the BES goad 
women had many suggestions for us about rida. Beste 
to ask other women artists, and ways oe aor a 
the future. They offered much enthusiasm 


for sessions to come. 
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April 3, 1982 Gnosis Gallery 
257 Orange St. 4th Floor 
New Haven, CT 06510 
Ann Langdon 


Ann has recently converted half of her large studio 
to a gallery showing feminist art, and we had an 
afternoon gathering of twenty artists. to see the 
work and to share their own. Here the conversation 
concerned the question of what difference art makes 
in a world that threatens to fall apart and women 
active in political organizations and women who were 
artists had a good discussion on feminist art and 
its power. 


May 4, 1982 To Kalon 
181 Atlantic Avenue 
Cohasset, Mass. 
Trina McCormick and Ursula Ording 


We hung the show on the outside porch of the huge 

100 year old mansion beside the Atlantic Ocean , and 
after looking at it, we saw a wonderful slide 
presentation by Elinor Gadon, "Feminist Art: The 
Body Politic", The images in the show grew out of 
women claiming their unique bodies and using their 
own and men's bodies as subject matter. dn energetic 
conversation followed. 


May 11, 1982 Holda Enterprises 
PO Box 88 
Palenville, NY 12463 
Nona and Elin 


We hung the show in the upstairs hall of the 
Victorian house in the Catskills that Nona and 
Elin are using as a base for women artists 
workshops this summer. We had a diverse 
gathering of visual artists, both practicing and 
beginning, singers and songwriters, political 
organizers and healers. We had conversations 
about women's communities and art in that con- 


text, as well ag sharing how we all perceived 
the women's culture in the US at thic time. 


May 17, 1982 Vermont Women's Caucus for Art 

Chapter Meeting, Burlington, 

Lois Foley 

PO Box 201 

Essex Junction, VT 05452 
and 

Meg Walker 

Box 4] 

Charlotte VT 05445 


The large group gathered for its meeting at Lois 
Foley's studio, where we had hung the show. We 
began by looking at the work of two women in the 
group. then made a taped conversation about art 


| 


in a nuclear age -- in an age capable of total 
destruction. 
June 2, 1982 Janet Braun-Reinicz 


222 East Falls St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


Janet arranged for the hanging of the show in Che 
studio of a friend, and an ongoing group of 

women artists, called Decahedron, met to show 
slides of their work and to talk about their Lives. 
We talked about the ways art fits, and doesn'rc fit, 
into the rest of the lives of women, the many 
conflicting demands on time and energy. 


One of the nicest things about hanging the traveling 
exhibit and talking with other artists is how the 
questions we pose keep changing. We try to keep open 
about what our own search is and what our own questions 
are, so each time, the conversation follows a 

unique path. And there is a richness and a depth in these 
blendings of visual art and verbal ideas. It is a 

lovely mix of art and women's lives that we experience. 


And the artists not ccherwise mentioned in this 
newsletter? ve have mer many, seen their work, had 
discussions abcur women and art and che future and the 
present and so on anc so on. As Adrienne Rich says 
in her poem Transcendental Etude. "...a lifetime is 
Coonarrow to ungerstane it ali..." and so it is. 


Here then are seme of the artists we have met 
who have noc fit inte any sther categories: 


Mariagnese Knill-Cattaneo, 9 Plympton St. #65, 
Camoridge, MA 02138 


Doing dissertation on the impacc of the women's 
movement on women, feminist artists. No con=- 
clusions from the dissertation, just a study of 
four women artists, herself one of them. 


AWE. Ryan, 12 Williams St., Brookline MA 02146. 
Does assemblage, small lighted boxes, assorted 
objects. 


Jennifer Hastings, 46 Hillcrest Place, Amherst. MA 
Uses words and paint on canvas, makes pots, uses 
watercolor. She did her chesis at Princeton using 
visual and verbal presentations. 


2am Golden. 31 Ellis Ave.. Marshfield, MA 02050. 


Loves rocks, does fiber arts, wants to work big 
and incorporate her work into walls. 


pnacey ap ny 


Terri Sanders 99 R. Franklin Sct. #2, Allsrcon, MA 02134. 
Uses food color to stain b&w photos. 


a a / { LA 
Dianne Ayott, 44 Eastern Pt. Rd., Gloucester, MA 01930. 
Does work with embossing, multiple images. 


Amn Antonellin. 25 Gartiand St. #3. Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. 
Soes primitive drawings on newsprint with crayons, pencil 
magic marker. 


We could noc do this project 
without help from many people. One 


e s y 73, 
Olivia Wilson, 127 Graves St.. 9- OS aie 
Creates collage-cype torn paper wor spinon - 
some large and small with lucious paste Pee cae 
Also making small boxes out of drywall wit ee 
corners like adobe and drawings inside eae e “aes 
shadows and light and dcorways and flagstones. ‘ 


clear work, careful. 


43 Winter St., Boston, MA 
irate and does treasure maps ~~ maps 
of divinity, map portraits of women. 


Bonnie Woods, 
Calls herself a p 
of business, mapS 


222 E. Falls St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
she drinks, she wears high 

f fur and a picture hat. She 

paints 10-12 hours a day, and trades a journal back and 
forth every three weeks with a woman friend in 
Connecticut. Every Sunday, she buys a NYTimes and 

goes dowmtown to a local restaurant and bar does the 
crossword. drinks coffee and one shot of mlitskey gag 
listens to a jazz band play music of the 20's and 30's. 
She is the stuff fiction is made of, * 

Most recent work is graphic using images of waves, game 
boards, guns. shooting gallery targets, roses with 
tears, 

She's wonderful. 


AL Aba cussion Ghoeys 


Ann Weisman 284 Huron aAve.,Cambridge, MA 02138 Feb.3, 1982 
In Ann's cozy third floor room, we did not hang the 

show, but gathered with a group of writers, cthera- 
pists, teachers and a theology studencr. Here the 
conversation centered around how these women's 

art grew out of their deep experiences as women in 

this culture. 


Janet Braun-Reinitz. 
She gambles she smokes, 
heel shoes and a piece o 


Ann Brown 5 Pequot Rd., Marblehead. MA 01945, Feb 9. 1982 
Ann Brown invited a group of artists from Marblehead 
and we spent several hours talking abour the way 

Che presence of the sea and the earth in this 

coastal town was transforming their arc work. -We 

were a diverse group of photographers, potters, 

jewelry makers, painters and those who combined 


media. We did noc have a showing of the traveling 
exhibit at this discussion. 


—— 


We could not have produced this newslet- 


of che major ways that we are 
assisted along the way is through 
the offering of places to stay. 
Qur hosts and hostesses in New 
England and Canada were our first, 
and we thank them for being willing 
to take us in and care for us.... 
give us maps, subway tokens, tips 
on good restaurants, leads to ocher 
women to talk to, peace and quiet, 
a chance for us to be separate for 
a few days, good food and support for 
this idea. 

Thank you for opening your homes 
to us. 


Colleen Sterling 
Laura Catanzaro 
Joan Knight 

ann Langdon 

Joan Sprague 
Ruth Powell 

Nona and Elin 
Ned and Ellie Pattison 
Janece S3raun~Reinitz 
Philippa Proudfoot 
Autumn Craft 

Bev and Gord Rodrique 


1 


We thank the women of the Valley Women's 
eagerness to join and work with us so ho 
the Future is Female Project mioht be he 
pecially arateful to Kathleen Moran, so 


ao way for us to work together, and to the women of the pro- 


duction staff for thetr help and advice 


up. Thank you Valley Women’s Votce, for a fine cooperative 


venture. 
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THE FUTURE IS FEMALE PROJECT is an independent nationwide 
project conceived of and directed by Annie Cheatham and 
Mary Clare Powell with substantial managerial help from- 
Ann Taylor Gibson, 

Its focus is on new ideas. new structures. new art 
that is leading toward a positive and life giving future. 
Data is being collected through a cross country tour and 
through the mails and telephones. Funding is private 
and we welcome contributions. 

For more information, write The Future is Female 


Project PO Box 232, Florence, MA 01060 o 
37-9495) s) h or call 413 
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S deen responsihle + 


‘ter without the financial support of the 
following persons.and organizations: 


Pam White and Hildy Armour, 315 
Garfield Read, Concord, MA 01742, 
617-369-8047 are writers and poets 
who think this newsletter matters. 
AS a result they sent us a check for 
$100 toward its publication. 


Susan and Tess Wisehart, 816 Hazen, 
Grand Rapids, MIE contributed $60 
for mailing costs and we decided to 
put that money toward this newsletter. 


Meg Walker and the Vermont Women's 
Caucus for art sent us $25 to help 
us pay for Xeroxing. We thank you. 


Jane Blood wrote about the opening 
of Epona Gallera in Cambridge, MA 
where the Future is Female Art Show 
was exhibited, and it was published 


in Sojourner. Thank you, Jane, for 
thac. 


Jane wants to know what experiences- 


visions, dreams ~ women and men have 
had with female dieties. Send her 
YOuristories to 15 Brewer Lane, 
Reading, MA 01864. 
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» T < ve 
Sn Care is an al ternative creative environ- 
(ons anterested in the visual arcs. "Our 

goal is to provide a supportive atmosphere for the creation 
of art, to exhibic fine art and to direcr Che public interest 
toward a personal involvement with the arts." The Workshop 
offers classes and workshops in printmaking, painting, photo-~ 
gtaphy, papermaking, drawing, collage, graphic design. The 


facilities are good, the equipment plentiful and of good qual- 


a 3 ' ‘ i 

eV Women's Studio Workshop is also sponsoring a traveling 
women's rural art exhibit, sponsors some artists in residence 
with small grants, and does a lot of outreach and art education 


im rural areas. Contact Ann Kalmbach at PO Box V, Rosendale, 
N¥ 12472. 914-658-9133. 


Kathleen Spivack, author of The Jane Poems, F ving Inland, 

and Swimmer ain the Spreading Dawn, is a poet and teacher of 
writing. She offers individual tutoring and group workshops 

in advanced writing, writing and the deepest self, writing and 
work blocks. Contact her act 53 Spruce St., Watertown, MA 02172. 
617~926-1637. 


Women's Art Weekends, including drawing and paincing, discus- 
sionand feedback, vegetarian meals, lodging in a Victorian 
house in the Catskills. Nona and Elin are warm, creative women 
and are offering three separate weekends this year: July 16-18, 
August 6-8, August 27-29. Contact Holda Enterprises, PO Box 

88, Palenville, NY 12463. 914-246-8681, 


Evervwoman's Place is 2 women's center in Burlington, VT 

( 200 Maga Sts, 05401, 802-658-2422)... Thowist ier eretrans, 
discussions, potlucks, a legal advocacy ci programs 

for women over 40, films, workshops, art he hung 
che Furure is Female exhibit there for an afternoon and eve- 
nine. The women seem lively and the place is welcoming. 


Everyvwoman's Center, Wilder Hall, Cniversity of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, MA 01003( 413-545-0883) i spoke with Ruth Fessenden 
and was given a tour of the Center. Everywoman's Center is 
"4 communication center for large numbers of women.... a saie, 
comfortable environment in which women can share information, 
support each other, and work together." The Center works to 
eounteract the differential treatment historically and current- 
ly accorded to women by traditional education, social, and 
culcural institutions in this society. The Center is particu- 
larly commifted to meeting the needs of low-income women, 
working women, single parents, older women, lesbians, and 
Third World women. : 

There is a library and resource riles, @ referral ser- 
vice, counseling, a Working Women's Task Se arae peoaenee 
Against Women Task force, Third World Yomen's Advocacy and 
Task Force, Poor Women's Advocacy and Task Force, public se 
relations, publications, workshops. A Very See ot ee 
to the whole community of women in the Pioneer Talley of Mass. 


Road, Rowe, MA 01376, 413-339- 
spring, summer and fall. 


Rowe Conference Center, Kings Highway 
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for the Light, New Marlboro, MA, 413-229-2396, offers work- 


retreats on herbal healing, Bach 
Kate Jordan will send you 


The Center 
shops and 


issues, etc. Marv Jordan ; 
events. It is packed with information. 


there are lovely cabins and the retreat : 
Fifceen people live there year round and t 


a free catalogue of their 


house is rustic and spacious. 
e community is growling. 


Women’s Studio Workshop 


P.O. Box V . 
Rosendale, New York 12472 


(914) 658-9133 


was dedicated to exploring dynamics of Lesbian couples. 


: ' 
flower remedies, yoga, women 


The Center is in the 3erkshires; 


Ihe ig Jomale Prgyect « PO Bex 2382, * FlLorance; MA 01060 
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The Sufi Order of Boston has its headquarters at the Center for 
the Esoteric Arts and Sciences, 83 Elm St., PO Box 135, Jamaica 
Plain, MA 02130. 617-522-0800. They offer many activities and 
events, including retreats, counseling, bookstore, children's 
programs, work with refugees, the blind, Amnesty International, 

a theater production called The Cosmic Celebration. The Omega 
Arts Network publishes a directory of artists who are consciously 
integrating spiritual ideals in their work. Concact Saphira 
Linden at the address above. 


Woman thyme.is a women’s retreat center and guest house in 
western Massachusetts. This summer they are offering Story- 
telling, Music and Sound, Working with Wood, Women in Nature, 
Visionary Women. Contact Marguerite Sheehan and Nancy Satch 
Hoff. Box 109, Goshen, MA 01032. 413-269-3142. 


Margaret Pavel offers workshops and individual work to promote 
personal and professionai effectiveness. Participants deal with 
issues of self-esteem, taking responsibility for one's life as 
the single most powerful tool for living, activating the will, 
and transforming obstacles into opportunities. Margaret sees her 
role "as that of an intuitive catalyst to the natural processes 
of transformation." Contact her at 15 Bronxville Rd, #1¢, 
Bronxville, NY 10708. 914~961-5099. 


Ba Stopha leads workshops on "despair work" with people who want to 
explore their feelings about the possibility of nuclear war. She also 
sees her art work (wonderful bisque fired clay masks with growths pro- 
truding from them that look like they have been dug up from underneath 
an ancient, destroyed city) as a way she deals with her ow feelings and 


gives herself to others. Contact on Corn St., Ithaca, NY, 607-272- 
7045. 


Hardscrabble Hill has an extensive offering of residential 
courses and retreats for women this summer. Poetry and other 
writing, flower essences, theater, sound, self-nealing, 
wilderness expedition, prosperity work, building and construc- 
tion. Contact Margaret Pavel and Rosa Lane at Hardscrabble 
Hill, Castine Rd., Box 130, Orland, ME 04472. 207-469-7112. 


David Reinitz is a junior at an alternative high school in Ithaca, WY. \ 


He goes to the school because he likes the freedom and the responsibil- 
ities students and teachers enjoy there. The school is part of the 
Ithaca Public School System, so it doesm't sutter from the budgetrany 


problems thar so many alternative schools have. David says it has its 
own problems, but cites student participarion in curriculum planning, 
oti-campus study with Cornell University and Ithaca College teachers, 
apprentiqships in the community as good reasons for him to stay. He is 
on the governing board of the school and knows about the other 150 or so 
alternative schools in the US. Contact him at 222 East Falls St., 
Ithaca, NY 14850, 607-272-4177 for more information. 


Sr. Cathy Vitone, ND (51 Idlywood Avenue, Waterbury, CT 06705, 203- 
753-3073 (h), 203-756-1783 (w)) is the principal of an alternative school 

in Waterbury which as become a depressed industrial city. The school 
has been in existence for quite a few years. It began in a housing 
project and has moved around from place to place, but it has always 
managed to survive. The parents of the children are actively involved 
in school affairs and in community concerns about education for children 
in the city. Cathy told us that the philosopny of the school is ; 
based on the belief that you have to start where each child is, setting 
up individual goals and providing alot of support. She ea eee with 
7OU more of her learnings and her questions, and she would like to hear 
from others who are interested in similar alternative schools. 


One of the best furure studies programs in the United States is in Amnerst 
at the University of Massachusetts. Dr. Peter dagscenal is the director 
of the program wnich is housed in the Education Department. The progran is 
less than 16 years old, but it has been very successful. There is a focus 
on teaching futures studies, buc the program design is very flexible, and 
students are encouraged to design their own course of stuay. 

This past year, students organized a Careers in Space workshop, a computer 
technology demonstration, published a journal called the Fucures information 
Exchange, and continued to carry out an exchange with a school in Montclair, 
NJ. Dr. Wagschal can be reached at the ruture Studies Program, Deparc- 

ment of Education, UMass, Amherst, MA 01002. 


SCG Cr rresenrs ws 


There are experiments in living going on all over che place. 
Many of the communes of the 50's, 60's and 70's have dispersed, 
but the lessons learned are being applied in other ways. People are 
choosing smaller cormunities to live in. Some have a spiritual base 
and/or a task around wnich they were founded. Others are forming to 
provide support for parenting, working, sharing of money, etc. 


Some of the people we interviewed who have arranged their lives in 
interesting ways are noted in other places in chis newsletter. For 
different reasons, we wanted to highlight anocher part of their lives. 

The following individuals and groups have other foci, too, but 
we have chosen to tell you about their support groups, their families 
and the choices they are making with their own personal lives. 


LILA SMITH (RD #1, Box 88, Westerlo, NY, 518-797-3456) is 
primarily concerned about having good food and a healthy environment 
for herself and her family. She moved her family out to the country 
from Long Island, NY, planted an organic garden, set up recycling 
systems, and began a whole new life. She comes from a farming family 
and was always impressed with her mother’s abilicy to make good 


meals from so little. 
In the early 70's, Lila found out about natural foods, and she 


created a course on the subject and was soon teaching adult education 
classes. She is convinced that the "food industry fools people," 

and she is determined cto provide most of what she and her family need 
by herself. 

Lila sugars her own maples, has beehives, and fish in the pond. 
There are chickens and ducks, too. She says, "I want primarily to 
keep things healthy for both us and the earth. I don’t want to hurt 
anything or anybody. It's a lot of work to live this way, but I enjoy 
it because it isn't damaging." 


Then she told us about her friend, MARY BROWN, (PO Box 206, 
Pleasant Valley, Berne, NY 12023, 518-872-1641) who is doing a loc of 
the same things, but who also takes in children who need special care. 
Over the years, Mary has taken in 15 children, the latest being a boy 
from India who was having problems with the family he was Living with. 
Mary took him and help him get off drugs. Lila says that Mary has a 
real capacity for taking in people who need help and then letting them 
move on when they get better. She once cared for a baby born to some 


neighbors for 2 years because the parents were not able to do it. Mary 
raises sheep, dyes the fleece with natural colors, and sells the wool. 


She also visits a small country school and volunteers to lead thought- 
provoking discussions with the children. 
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THE 2001 CENTER (Main Road, Gill, MA 01376, 413-863-9711) is a 
group of men, women and children who own rural property in Western 
Massachusetts, and who seek to live together in love and harmony. 

They survive monetarily by working outside the community, and by 
offering their ministries of healing, teaching and presence to the 
larger community. Robin Paris explained to us their spiritual roots 
and some of their practices. They are in touch with other intentional 
and spiritual communities as they struggle to make a success of their 
experiment, 


From Mary Clare's journal: 

"The Center seems like a microcosm of the larger world 

with all its issues of power and feelings and author- 

ity and work and money, but I have alot of regard for 
those who puc themselves in special situations to experiment 
with conscious living and dealing with each ocher. 

These sorts of groups change things for all of us in 

ways we don't even know." : 


MAGGIE MCGUIRE and another woman have created a family cogecher. 
It consists of Maggie and her son, Linda and her daughter. Both women 
parent both children, but it is clear that Maggie is Simon's sother, and 
that Linda is Laura's. When one of them is exhausted, she can ask the 
other nother to take over. 

Maggie is finishing up her dissertation on changing concepts of 
mothering. She interviewed several women about mothering -- what sort 
of changes it had brought in their lives, how they envisioned their 
lives before and after children, how conscious they were as women, and 
what difference their level of consciousness nad made to their experi- 

ence of mochering. She taped the interviews, and incorporated art 
by asking the women to draw themselves in the future. 

If you want to know more about Maggie, contact her at RFD #1, 


West Lebanon, NH 03784, 603-643-5438. 


PAT HENDERSON was pregnant when we met her, and she had cee 
a temporary community for the event of her birthing. There was am 
wife who would deliver the baby at home and a doctor who would be there 
in case of emergency. Her bioenergetic therapist, a woman friend to 
photograph, her masseuse and two people who specialize in attending 
births were also part of the community. 

Pat is interested in living in an intentional community and has 
close ties with the Dandelion Community in northern Ontario. She and 
the father of the child want support with the raising of their family. 

Part can tell you more about herself, the process she has used. 
and the Dandelion Community. She can also tell you how all of this 
turned out, since, by now, the baby has been born. Contact her 
at 88 Balsam Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M4E 3B7, Canada, 416-694-3173. 


DEBORAH ROBSON (Box 264, Leverett, MA 01054, 413-253-5483) has 
been a part of a support group for a number of years. She is a writer 
and a weaver and the other women in the group are a yoga teacher, a 
therapist, and a masseuse. They meet once a month and help each other 
with different aspects of their work. One woman knows alot about 
advertising and selling; another does calligraphy and makes up the posters 
to advertise workshops. They teach each other meditation skills, 
massage and exercises for clearing and relaxation. 


ANN ZAK and BEV COWDRICK are women of the land. They nave a farm 
and they wanc to make it self-sufficient, not in a selfish way or an 
isolated way, but in a loving way. They are using suggestions from 
Bill Mollison's books Permaculture I and II which use principles of 
physics and good sense to reclaim land. They have a close community of 
women in Wendell where Ann runs and owns the general store. They share 
skills with each other and help each other in construction and other 
tasks that are more easily done with large groups. 

Ann and Bev have a vision for the future that focuses on de-cen- 
tralization. They would like to see New England become a nation state 
with local self-government. Bev's image for the women’s culture is 
that of a pond in which various organisms come together for a time for 
mutual benefit and chen split apart and come together in various 
other configurations. They image:a series of small events, a set of 
local women's centers instead of national events and organizations... 

a series of comings and goings in small places, in little ways. 

They can say more about these ideas and their farm if you will 
contact them at che Wendell Country Store, Wendell, MA, 617-544-6801. 

If you make cheese or raise goats, write. They want contacts. 
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KATHY BOUKYDIS (186 Hampshire St., Cambridge, MA 02139, 617- 
492-5559) is the author of Building Supportive Community (see publication 
section). She and seven other women have formed a community to be 
together when they are old. The women knew each other in school and 
they decided that they didn't want to have to rely on children and 
government systems to take care of them in their older years; they 
wanted cto rely on each other. 

They decided to contribute yearly $200 each and this money would 
be invested and held in trust until they need the money. They make no 
other commitment to each other. They meet together once a year, and 
chat is all. 

Some of the women are single, some are married. Some have children, 
some do not. They live in various places in the US and one of them 
has just moved to Japan for a few years. Their only connection is a 
$200 a year investment, a weekend once a year, and a commitment to help 
each other out when they are old. 

Kathy can tell you more, or get a copy of her book and tead for 
yourself some of her ideas about building che kind of community you want 
for yourself. 


LF You Wank Wo NeceLime 3-5 more of 
Crepe nowslelters (u The weal (2 Months, 
Sud, $10 (or more tf You aL) AB : 

he Future bs Semale Prsject 


» ‘Once I wade a 
before the bomb fell. 


looked beautiful. 
waited. I eri But the people just stood around and 


us if we image the 
WCA seems to be beg e center 


ss foe real world, to be breaking some ties with the New 
ork City art scene. What 1£ all of us began to image 


g a —_ es 
the TOUupSs we are {in and have Created as the centers of 


1, fs 
reali world' somewhere else? 


i The Vermont 
inning to see themselves as th 


"A Chinese woman at the Uleamout 
Womens Guus for Art Said. ‘One 


I made a painting that uray about 
Up the das before tue bork fell. 
Aud the sku woo blue aud - 
thing looked beautiful. But the 
people just stood arevud aud wailid, 
fF nud and oned ever Mus rauut- 
Ang... Oud decided newer to r-) 
batk Co that image of dostructiew 


again 999 


Elise is asking these questions, too. Currently at Dartmouth, 
she 1s also working with the UN University, proposing new ways 
for them to do research that will include everyone -= women, 
children, older people and not just men. She wants them to take 
into account households, both genders and all ages. 

Her work with Colorado boomtowns has taught her aloc about 
growth and what it does to people, about instant wealth and what 
it does to people, about overcrowding and what it does to people. 


If you want to make contact with Frances, Pat or Elise, here 
are their addresses: Frances Crowe Pact Simon 
3 Longworthy Road 2161 Mass. ave. 
Dr. Elise Boulding Northampton, MA 01060 Cambridge, MA 
Sociology Dept. 413- 584-8975 617-491-7809 
Dartmouth College 
Hanover, NH - 


PHYLLIS RODIN, at age 66, decided to get her doctorate in 
Future Studies at UMass in Amherst. After living in 24 countries, 
being involved for her whole life in social movements, she decided 
to study the future. She is full of ideas — about space (She 
coordinated the Future Studies one-day conference called Careers 
in Space.), about past-life therapy, about evil and how it 
works in the world, about education, about politics and law. 


She is a writer, a thinker, an organizer. She edits the 
journal of the Future Studies. program called Futures Information 
Exchange, she teaches beginning level courses on future studies 
and she has been active in tha Freeze movement, She welcomes 
any new relationships or ideas, and she can be reached 
c/o the Future Studies Program, Department of Education, Rm. 110, 
UMass, Amherst, MA 01002, 413-545-0981. 


ALISON BERRY, also a doctoral student at UMass, is just 
finishing up her work there in the Botany Department. She says 
that being a good scientist is like being a good cook. era 
are always experimenting, always trying something oe pie = . 
doesn't work, they change it in a small way and see if the ne ? 
comes out a little better. Alison thinks that women ae é ar ake 
acteristics, whether culturally induced or not, that pi pc eee 
scientists -- characteristics like patience, humility, Hes oH 
and concern for life. She wants to run a lab someday and te 
and encourage other women to go into science. 
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Alison and Mary Clare had many conversations, and here is 
Mary Clare's report of one: 


"IL was telling Alison about my renewed interest in science, 
about how I am fascinated these days with anatony books, 
Stars, electron microscope photos of her alder tree root 
hairs. I said I thought I could go back to school and 
Study except for math. I gave up on math after Algebra [I 
when I knew, or thought I knew, that I was losr. Math 
anxiety. 

"So I asked Alison, Is there a feminine marhemarics? 

Is math universal and objective as we have thought? Is 
there another parallel mathematics that makes more integral 
sense to women, or to the right side of the brain? 

"Feminists are calling into question all other cultural 
givens — art and art history, history itself, politics, 
religions, music, psychology. And one by one, we are find- 
ing that each is founded by men based on their human 
experience. And there seem to be whole other ways of look- 
ing act things." 


After September, write to Alison c/o Harvard Forest, Peter- 
sham, MA 01366 and ask them to forward your letter, We don't yet 
know her Ottawa, Canada address. 


ELINOR GADON isn't a scientist or a mathematician. She is 

an art historian teaching at Harvard Divinity School, but she is 
asking some of the same kinds of questions about art. Her def- 

inition of feminist arc is that it is political because it is for 
social change. It attempts to transform culture and rejects 
domination by mainstream art. She believes that art can be under- 
stood only in its cultural context. What do images mean for the 
people for whom chey are made? 


Elinor developed a slide show for a course she Caughe at 
the Divinity School. She had the students look at images of women 
in Hindu and Christian religions. Then they did a study of the 
images women are making now and they read feminist poetry. 
They did iconographical analyses of women’s art. What does this 
art say about the culture? What is the context? What is the 
relationship between consciousness raising and creativity? Lt 
is a process. 


She named the slide show Feminist Art: The Body Politic 
because bodies are important and because the personal is political. 
She can tell you more about the show and her ideas if you will 
contact her at 1 Bryant St., Cambridge, MA 02138, 617-547-1580. 


DONNA SCHAPER, DOROTHY MACLEAN, and ELLZABETH UetTom arc alt 
women who are involved directly in spiritual or religious ideas. 


DONNA is the first woman minister of the First Congregational 
Church in Amherst, MA. She comes from a background of community 
organizing and social justice work in cities. She wants to 
create in this church a self-sustaining community, one that does 
not look to any hierarchy for approval, but one that engages with 
itself and one where the people care for each other in deep ways. 


She also hopes it will develop into a community that is con- 
scious on social issues, and that addresses them and deals with 
them. She has some trouble being part of a patriarchial 
institution, she says, buc it is a good place for her to be and 
to work and to lead. She writes a regular column from a feminist 
perspective for a local newspaper, seeking in chat way to raise 
consciousness and address local and national issues from the point 
of view of a woman. 


You can contact Donna at 635 So. East St., Amherst, MA 01002, 
413-256-6969, or First Congregational Church, 165 Main St., 
Amherst, MA, 613-253-5055. 
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DOROTHY MACLEAN was one of the founders of Findhorn, an 


intentional community and spiritual center in Scotland. At Find~ 
horn, she made contact with the devas or nature spirits of plants 
in the garden and these devas told her how to care for each plant. 


Dorothy leads workshops in the US and Canada but she told us 
that the ability to attune to the spirit world is not a matter of 
technique. "It is a matter of listening to your own inner voice, 
of being in touch, of enlarging your consciousness." 


She can be reached at 88 Bernard Avenue Toronto Ontario. 
Canada 416-921-3128. 


And finally, ELIZABETH UPTON describes herself as "a woman 
in mid air" and she doesn’t know where she will come dow. She 
is a healer; she is a spiritual woman. She wants to be connected 
to the earth and to other women. She is ready to go out and be 
a healer and you can contact her in Ashfield, MA, 413-625-2201. 


+ PO 80x 232+ Flowenm, MA 01060 
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VIRGIN BLACK WORDS, by Jane Blood: | 

. JEAN ERLBAUM, 39 Haywood St., Green- A self-published spiral ogee ne eS 
field, MA, 413-773-9744 has been of Jane's poems, eRe RIS 
teaching yoga and womancrafc in light, wondering and wan HeeaKe 
the Pioneer Valley of Mass. for Contact her at 15 Brewer, , 
almost 10 years. aAmnie took both MA 01867 
beginning yoga and womancraft from 
her in the fall of 1981 and loved 


sage 


and WISEMAN is a therapist who 
is interested in unblocking 
ereativity. She is exploring 
her own crearivity as she does 
this work. ‘She has published 
several booxs, lives in a cozy, 


SIGN LANGUAGE, by Monica Raymond. "The 
colorful attic in Cambridge and 


poems of a woman uncovering her own 


it. Jean uses her psychic skills iid and love. 
rage, wildness 
Peeeeeay cr gee ; a een a Been cocetive: Waye.2a her Gm ee aoneee ae plus $1 postage. 
ene es Grciawtot Band life. She never makes a decision $4. P 
women 


Order from Monica at 570 Franklin St., 


i i ith her 
conversation about women and the without first checking in with he Cambridge, MA 02139. 


arcs psychic guides, and if she does 
. 2 she 
4 Sah Cae eames Karen Lindsey, Beacon 
ae i rey - eae ane pac ecu miter Bok ERM: Ge Pe Reateset io of alternatives 
547 3 Z Mary Clare was interested in chis . ; 
oe maedeet way of making decisions to the nuclear family and the naming 


i ; i of new relationships that exist. 
PHILIPPA PROUDFOOT and AUTUMN and running one's life. 


CRAFT invited us to stay at VE COMMUNITY, by Kathleen 

their house in Rochester, NY. BEV RODRIGUE (63 Mureilen Cre- Be ea eaeeaee, betvet tied Sey Self-Help 
They have worked together in scent, Toronto, Ontario M4a Through Peer Counseling, the book is 

the Rochester area leading 2K6, Canada gave us a place to ee EE indivinals Seanipuddd 
Assertiveness Training work- ‘stay and talked with us about her Eons ected tnd emntional 

shops, and though they don’t work. She is studying a kind eo cote cammneties: For (cHemselves. ~ The 
have any workshops scheduled, of therapy in which the basic ae eeeeneey eee eccadeline skill a 
they are willing to set them premise is respect for the spirit relat ape Hecuan apesepecscnal 

up in your area. They are of another. Instead of using pied seeped au getee (sonsencual 
both active in the women's more confrontive techniques, cor in Re eee y 
community of Rochester and this therapy emphasizes a re- Bee Ms age eciee eoecere, study 
can be reached at 143 gard for and going with another : am ay aie ee eee acess 
Rutgers Sc., Rochester, NY person's defenses and recog- ) ees a cae eerige SA 
716-442-7230. nizing their worth to the person. aah aoe ee or ge, - 

When a couple comes in for 02139, = : 


counseling, the first thing EXTREMES, by Jame Barnes. A book of her poems 


they learn before they air 1971-81, self-published. Wonder- 
ment for families, couples and grievances and points of tensions fully humorous and serious poems, 


women, Mostly she consults is to have regard for the other's "reminding us that the power of the 
witn couples and helps them spirit. Bev can tell you more ordinary is extraordinary." (Camile 
look realistically ac their about this form of therapy if Norton) $6.00 from Jane at 3 St. 


money. They look at what they you write to her. Charles St., Boston, MA 
make and what they spend, and 


she helps them devise a budget 
where each has an equal allow- 
ance. She is a firm believer 
in equality, and by con- 


fronting the money situations 
in marriage, ohe confronts 


alot of’the inequality. It 

seemed fitting that she lives 
j in Senaca Falls, NY 13148, 

PO Box 487, 315-568-8931. 


LORRAINE LIPANI (PO Box 105, 
Sunderland, MA, 413-665- 
7577) is a massage thera- 
pist and writer. She re- 

\ ceived much of her training 
at the Edgar Cayce Institute 
in Virginia Beach, VA under 
Dr. ‘Howard Reilly. She 
has extensive knowledge of 
body functions, acpuncture, 
womancraft techniques, flower 
remedies and herbal medicine. 
She is producing a series 
of articles on fasting, 
chakra healing, relieving 
body tension, etc. which are 
being published in the Valley 


JEAN LAWSON has developed a book 
and program of financial manage- 


ANNIE VILLERS is an eclectic 
therapist who works with 
specially chosen clients -- 
these with influence. Her 


elients inelude architeces 
who ercate spaces for other 


human beings, and business 
executives who work with large 
numbers of people. She be- 
lieves that if people with 
influence can change, the 
effects are far reaching. 

For more information about 

her philosophy and work, 


LET'S DESIGN A DRESS, by Shirley Willet. A 
self-published book which teaches 
the readers how to see clothing, how 
to make patterns, training the "inner 
eye” and creativity, and construc- 
tion of garments. Clearly illus- 
trated, and comes out of a mind rich 
in connections of all sorts. Order 
from Shirley at 19 Briggs St., 
Quincy, MA 02169. 


THE WIDOW, by Mary Clare Powell. A self- 
published book based on interviews 
h 
contact her at 227 Holden Wood ieeciee seat oe ne 
ese MA 01742, 617- woman alone for the first time. 
37 photographs done by Mary Clare, 
JEFRI PALERMO is interested in and the text is her mother's words, 
empowering women and she does ! tae ee ee ag 
it by offering psychological cates ea ae 1if % z hee 
help as well as helping women a'c iife..." (Elizabeth 
look at the cultural bases of enner) 
their problems, A feminist ie from 49F Ridge Beads “Green 
therapist, she uses hypnosis BoD 207705) 37:00 plus $1. 
techniques to enable women peakage's 


to uncover deepseated patterns THE POLITICAL PALATE, by the Bloodroot Col- 
and defenses so they can bring lective. 


Women’s Voice and New Roots 
Magazine. You can write to 
her for information about her 
techniques and articles. 


these patterns to consciousness 
and let them go. 

She can be reached at Star Rt. 
New Salem MA 01355. 


A lovely feminist vege- 
tarian cookbook as carefully done 
as the restaurant these women run 
and cook for. Some interesting 
thoughts in che introduction on 
the aesthetics of food and cooking. 
325 Pp, $8.95 from Sanguinaria 
Publishing, 85 Ferris St., Bridge- 
port, CT 06605. 


Persephone Press, PO Box 7222, Watertown, MA 
SOJOURNER, 143 Albany St., Cam- 


; ee 02172, has published these : 
(NEW WOMEN'S TIMES, 804 Meigs, St., ; I R ee 


bridge, MA 02139, 617-661-3567, 
Martha Thurber, managing editor. 


Subtitled The New England Women's 
Journal of News, Opinions and the 
arts. Monthly publication covering 
a wide variety of women's issues. 
Open to all opinions. Martha 
thinks women’s organizations can 
succeed by being profit making. 
SOJOURNER sells shares and is look- 
ing toward a national circulation. 


AMIE, published by Margaret Sprague 


for women in the area of southern 
Connecticut. To subscribe or talk 
to Margaret about regional women's 
publications, contact her at Two 
Ems, 18 Harlmess Dr., PO Box 1083, 
Madison, CT 06443-1083. 


The Juture i Feral Pre 


Rochester, NY 14620, 716- 271- 
5523, anne Willard, editor. 
National monthly women's news- 
paper with articles on various 
issues. Four or 5 times a year, 
the paper includes an excellent 
Feminist Review, Many volun- 


teers support the publication 
of this paper. 


VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE, 218 State SIGE, 


Northampton, MA, 413-584-2479, 
Kathleen Moran, advertising 
coordinator and long time member 
of this five-year-old collective, 
Published monthly, widely read 
and respected in the Pioneer 
Valley, moving to subscriptions 
after having been a free Paper. 


jeck+ 0 Box 232+ Horne, MA cireo 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE by Alice Blo 
ch 
LESBIAN FICTION AND LESBIAN POETRY 
THIS BRIDGE CALLED MY BACK 
CLAIMING AN IDENTITY b 
y Michel 
CHOICES by Nancy Toder nadars 
THE WANDERGROUND }: 
WOMAN, CHURCH AND STATE 
by Marild 
THE COMING OUT STORIES, eds ri 
ley and Susan Wolfe g 


A FEMINIST TAROT 
Susan Bennie by Sally Gearhart and 


And they distribute JEB's boo 


y Sally Gearhart 
Gage 
Julia Stan- 


PORTRAITS OF LESBIANS, Se a aac 
The NEW ENGLAND NETW 
ORK O 
DIRECTORY lists and Acar oe 
new age grou 
coop businesses, 


published by Sirius Community It is 
, 


t, MA 01004. 
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TUESDAY OCTOBER 21 
WALL VALLEY LESBIAN COMMUNITY MEET 
bel's Space, 3rd floor, Thornes 
to a community m 


ING at Anna- 
Market, Northampten. Came 
Geting and build coalitions with other 
lesbians who share some of your visions. {t's 
save oursely 


8.30-10 


: time forus to 
es. It's time for us to Get angry and fight back. 


am. 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 22 


w&lLyane Mant Trio at Wiggins Tavem, Northampton 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23 
& clown workshop for lesbians. 10 am t 


Bloom. alias Looweez. 
Character work, dress- 


95 pm wah tris 
For informatian, calf 524-5888 
UD. Juggling, and mare 


W Marketing workshop at the Bangs Community Center 

Boliwood Walk, Amherst Sponsored by the Western Maas 

Association for Workplace Democracy, Fee. Into: 545-2038 

367-2062. 
« 

& SPACES. Workshops 


in Sound and Movement by Beth 
Goren. Asixmonth 


Series, one weekend each month, starting 
Oct. 23-24, Formore information, please call586-5225. Fee. 


%& COUNTY DOWN, o three-woman folk band from Deer Isle, 
Maine McCusker's Market, Shelburne Falls, 8:30 pm. Tickets 


$5 at Bonkswap Cafe, Greenfield McCusker's, Shelburne 
Falls; and Downtown Sounds, Northampton. 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 24 


%& HOLLY NEAR in concert with ADRIENNE TORF, CARRIE 
BARTON, NANCY VOGL, SUZANNE P. SHANBAUM. Inter- 
preted by SUSAN FREUNDLICH. 7 pm, J.M. Greene Hall, 
Smith College. Tickets $6, $7.50, and $8.50, reseed 


seating. Tickets available in Nonhampton: Womonfyre 


Books, Country Comfort, Platterpus Records; Amherst For 
the Record, Food for Thought Greenfield: World Eye Books; 
Brattleboro: Maple Leaf Music: Worcester. The Uncommon 


Reader, or through Variations, P.O. Box 833, Nonhampton, 
01061. 


WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 27 


% Nancy Vogl and Suzanne P. Shanbaum at The fron Horse, 
Northampton. 


PLEASE don’t forget the VARIATIONS raffle! 

Halp Variations buy a typewriter and win tickets to 

see Meg, and Cris in concert at Carnegic Hall Nov. 

26. Other prizes are albums and tickets for future 


Variations events. Drawing will be held at the 
Holly Near Concert Oct 24. Tickets $1 each, 6 for 
$5 at Womonfyre Books, Food for Thought or 
from Variations, PO Box 833, Northampton, MA. 
01061. 


PUBLICATIONS TO WATCH FOR 


LIVELIHOODS, a= quarterly career 
newsletter, is committed to improving the quality 
of worklife for women. This New England-based 
newsletter has reviews, articles, and a “career 
connections’ section that networks upcoming 
conferences and organizations, etc A LIVELI- 
HOODS subscription is $10/year which includes 
free admission to their annual Spring conference. 
More info: LIVELIHOODS, PO Box 932, Amherst, 
MA. 01004. 


Amazon Tarot: Hecuba’s daughters, Inc, ishappy to 
announce plans for the second edition oF the 
Amazon Tarot deck—projected publication 1s 
Winter Solstice, 1983. We are soliciting black and 
white graphics by lesbians. Please send xeroxes of 
work and reserve originals for layout wphese 
Correspondance and sketches can be mailed ie 
Billie Potts and River Lightwomoon/Hecuba's 
Daughters, Inc/PO Box 488/Bearsville, NY 12498. 


Fat Issues: Writings That Affect All Wonten--We oe 
lovking for submissions for an anthology of stories 
about the hatred of fat in our society and how it 1s 
directed toward women. These are the goals of the 
book: to expose the myths and cruelty about 
fatness, through political writings and personal 
Stories; to show the connection between keeping 
women preoccupied with weight loss and body 
size, and keeping us in traditional roles, to 
- encourage ALL women to free ourselves of 
Society's standard of size and to accept ourselves 
and each other for who we are; to give us the 


VA! , 
LLEY WOMEN’S VOICE photos and graphics deadline 


Pieas 
ease drop off at VWV office in HCAC building, 218 State 


St 
Feet. Northampton Photo contact: Sue, 323-4876; 
9rephies contact Wendy, 665-4705, 


&' The Nest’ Starts at Pleasant Street Theater, Northampton, 


THURSDAY OCTOBER 28 


& The Sansei Theater Co, presentin 


Bert af the Third World The 
UMass. 


g "Life tn the Fast Lane,” 
ater Series. Bowker Auditorium, 
- 8 pm. Further info: 543-3604, 545-0193, 


WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 3 


"Our Mothers-- Ourselves”--Ten- week therapy group fror 


“amen to explore how their relationships with their mother j 
affects feelings about themselves. 
See classifieds. 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 4 


*& "Coming Out as Lesbians* 


” B-week support Group begins 
tonight at ? pm. For wontent 


© the process of coming out or 

trying to develop ao more positive sense of their fesbian 
identity. See classified. 

* ISIS Reproductive Rights Group genera! meeting at Bangs 

Community Center in Amherst, 7 pm. Call forinformation orto 

leave message at Everywoman's Center, 545-0883. 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 5 


%& Lynne Mery! Quartet at The Iron Horse, Northampton. 


%*& For Lesbians: a one-day workshop on relationships for 
lesbians who wish to explore and grow in their relationships. 
Workshop will include discussion and experiential exercises. 


For information and registration, cafl Estalle Gorfine at 253- 
2822. 


~ SATURDAY NOVEMBER 6 


ke One-day workshop on “Alcohol and the Lesbian 
Community” from10 amto1 pm, free forlesbian community. 
Place to be announced. Call Madeline, 586-8127. See 
Announcements. 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 13 


%& Third Annual “Women and Business Conference." 8 am to 
5 pm. Participants choose three workshops from fifteen 


offered. Info: Linda Levin, Div. of Continuing Ed., UMass., 
545-2484. 


courage to fight back, We are looking for stories, 


articles, interviews, poems, drawings, 
photographs-taken in any form, handwritten or 
typed copy, or recorded tapes. We will 


acknowledge the receipt of all submissions and 
will return them if you include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. We will accept anonymously 
written material Send material by October 1 to: 
Fat Issues Book, c/o lowa City Women’s Press, 529 
S. Gilbert St, lowa City, IA. 52240. 


Voices in the Night - Women Speaking About Incest. 
Edited by Toni AHH McNaron and Yarrow 
Morgan, available from Cleis Press, PO Box 8281, 
Minneapolis, MN. 55408. 


The Rapist Who Pays the Revit makes the definitive 
case for the criminalization of marital rape. This 
book breaks the silence between Black women and 
white on many levels and clarifies in the process 
crucial questions of the anttrape movement the 
question of rape and race and the question of the 
responsibility of the State for the crime of rape. The 
Rapist Who Pays the Rent, (evidence submitted by 
Women Against Rape, Britain, to the Criminal Law 
Revision Committee), by Ruth Hall, Selma James 
and Judit Kertesz, Falling Wall available from 
Rape Action Project, Box 94, Brighton, MA. 02135. 


“The Celibate Woman’ Journal Out 


The first issue of a new journal is out: The 
Celibate Woman, A Journal for Women Who Are 
Celibate or Considering this Liberating Way of Relating 
to Others. While most of us spend a portion of our 
lives in a celibate state, we are not always able to 
appreciate its benefits. Choosing celibacy can we 
very positive choice and this lifestyle can provide 
healthier and happier relationships with those we 
care about, including those with whom we share 

inti relationship. 
eee issue ates articles, book reviews, 

try, and artwork. The Celibate Wontan Journal 
ae m for presenting another 
view of sexuality,” said editor, Martha oes as 
Celibate Woman Journal is published gage 
is available for $4 (for a packs a i a 
ipti i om " 
a aaa 20008. Articles, artwork, 
letters, ideas, and theory are welcome. 


was conceived as a foru 


enthusiasts, with CLAIRE ARENIUS on drums, NURU DAFINA® 


eme production. 


E {Kiknos Bakery. Northampton 


CLASSIFIED 
CLASSES/WORKSHOPS 


Astrology of Relationships. Ongoing course, Monday 
evenings, 7:30 p.m., Montague. Also possible 
Amherst course. Cail Ellen at 774-4515 (545-2651 
Tu/Th/ Fri only). 


CONNECTIONS 


RAINBOW BUILDERS, A ccoperative solar con- 
struction company of women and men, is looking for 
a skilled woman with at feast three years of carpentry 
experience. A strong interest in solar building and 
design, and in working cooperatively is a must. Send 
resume to Bonnie Aharonian, 59 Amherst Rd., 
Pelham, MA. 01002. 


Far Sale: Datsun510 wagon needs a good home. Call 
Dale 268-3291 or leave message at 584-2479. 


Seeking 2 or 3 tickets for the Meg Christian/Cris 
Williamson concert in N.Y. Call 253-2282 and leave 
message. 


Space for Rent. Kitchen and/or spacious dining hall. 
Easily convertible for infinite uses: performances, 
Great 
acoustics; stage and piano on premises. Available 


meetings, lectures, cooking, baking, etc. 
hours: Tuesdays, aJl day; other days: early mornings, 
afternoons, and after 10:00 p.m. Flexible. Contact 


Feast and Folly Restaurant 586-8387. 


ROOMMATES 


LF, 27 seeks moderate to large-sized room in 
Northampton (studio, apt. in house). Would like to 
share space with women who value the fusion of 
solitude and interchange. | smoke cigs. Call Cam 
586-0292 or 584-2479. 


WOMENSERVICES 


Psychotherapy group meeting currently has one 
opening available to a lesbian. For more information, 
contact feminist and lesbian therapist, Estelle 
Gorfine at 253-2822. 


1 


& BAND celebrating the! s 
release of Deb's first album, “IN YOUR HANDS.” 8:30 pm” 
with dinner before show. Place to be announced The band is} : 
composed of several women whose names are familiar toyazz: 


PILI ABENA on congas, ELLEN SEELING on trumpet and® 
jJEAN FEINBERG on saxaphone and flute. Suppon and® > : 
celebrate this talented valley woman and her bandill Watchi : 
for the announcement of the location. A Variations on a’ : 
More info. 584-2637. Tickets are: 
vailable at same locations as HOLLY NEAR(see Oct. 24) plus? .” 
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SUNDAY, OCT. 24, 7 PM 


HOLLY NEAR 
ON TOUR with Adrienne Tort, 


Carrie Barton, and Susan Freundlich 
J.M. GREENE HALL SMITH COLLEGE 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 


Special Opening: Nancy Vogel & Suzanne P. 
Shanbaum = : 
Tickets $6. $7.50, $8.50 Rosorved Seating 
16 and uncer, 60 and over, half price, limited number of 
fow income tckets, $5, available by mail only 
TICKETS: Nonhampton: Womontyre, Country Comfort 
Platterpus: Amherst. Far the Record (FACES), Food for 
Thought Springfield: Main Music Greenhield Warld 
Eye: Worcester, The Uncommon Reader, Brattleboro 


Maple Leaf Atusic. of by mai {belare Oct 17) from 
Vanations, PO Box 833. Northampton, MA 01061. 

CHILDCARE by reservation anly, call beture Oct 18: 
“activity 18 maskmaking. Hall wheelchair accessible. but 
not restrooms Special section for disabter, call 584- 
2637. ASL interpreted for the bearing impaired by Susan 
Freundhch and Vicki Mauteen. Special sertion tor 
hearing impaired, call 545-0892 (TTY) or write Varia 
tons Inlormation & chilcare reservations call 584-2637 


“Our 


graup far women to axplore how their relationships 


Mothars-- Ourselves,” «a tenwaek therapy 


with 
themselves. Beginning Wednesday Nov. 3rd, 5:30- 
7:15. $12 a session. Call Lynn Mateson for 
registration at CIRCA counseling and Therapy 
Associates for Women, 586-6471. 


wmeir mothers otact how Woy tee! veaour 


‘Women Coming Out as Lesbians: 8 week support 
group begins Thursday, Nov. 4, 7:00-9:00. Sliding 
fee scale. Contact Madeline at 586-8127. See 
calendar. 


‘ 


Pleasant St. Theate 


October 13-26 
(10 p.m. only Oct. 20) 


“Zeze Motta is riveting as 
an individual and as 
an actress.” Gene sisie! 


"ik te tke ke” 


“Xica is provocative, 
doubly so, once for 
the sensual appetites, 


once for the mind." 
Pal Aufderheide, 
CHICAGO READER 77 CARLOS DEGUES' 


_ICA 


Snemzg JETE MOTTA. erected ty CARLOS DITBUES 


Starts 
October 27 


“THE NEST” 
FLIES HIGH! 


EN 
‘LOLITA’ ISA 
TREASURE. [PF @y 


Ana Torrentis Jp-> Weg 
astonishing. + 
A rare treat!’ ? 


—Kathieen Carrol NY Dal, News 


¥aa27 Pleasant St./Nort ton 586-0935 ae 


fl 
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LATINA WOMEN WRITERS CONFERENCE 


hy Jean Grossholtz 


A unique opportunity for Latina 
writers from North and South America 
to meet and discuss their work and their 
ideas with each other and with non- 
Latina writers and feminists will be 
provided by Smith, Mount Holyoke and 
Amherst College on November 11, 12 
and 13. Organized by Patricia Gonzalez 
of Smith Colege and Eliana Ortega of 
Mount Holyoke College, the conference 
will include such diverse writers as the 
Chilean Marjorie Agosin from 
Wellesley College, Puerto Rican poet 
Sandra Maria Esteves from New York, 
Chicana poet Lorna Dee Cervantes from 
California and the Cuban dramatist 
Dolores Prida from New York These 
writers speak from the perspective of 
Latinas living in the united States. The 
experience of women writers living in 
Latin America will be represented by 
such diverse voices as Rosario Ferre 

(Puerto Rico), Elana Poniatowska 


(Mexico), Chiqui Vicioso (Dominican 
Republic), Elivira Orphee (Argentina), 
and Josefina Ludmer (Argentina). “This 
is a unique opportunity for us to share 
our culture with other women,” Patricia 
said, “that’s why we have been careful to 
provide translation so that everyone can 
share this experience. We hope thata lot 
of issues will be defined from a third 
world perspective so that American 
feminist writers can come to understand 
the feminist perspective of third world 
women.” 

According to the organizers this 
conference is especially important to the 
Latina writers because it recognizes 
their contributions to contemporary 
Latin American literature. “I think the 
plenary session on Friday evening will 
be especially important,” Eliana said, 
“because it will reveal a variety of points 
of view on different problems of women 
writers in male-dominant societies. Just 
as in North America, the literary 


establishment in South America has 
been dominated by men. Women have 
had to struggle to get their works 
published and recognized.” We are not 
only bringing the well-knownwomen 
writers but also younger women who 
have not yet achieved world recognr 
tion. And we are including as an 
important part of the literature that of 
Latinas residing in the United States. 
Eliana and Patricia are especially 
interested in having writers and 
feminists from the area and Latinas from 
the community attend. They think the 
conference will provide a unique 
opportunity to discuss some critical 
differences and problems in the feminist 
movement “Because in Latin America 
the struggle for justice and against 
oppression is a people's struggle against 
classism, imperialism and colonialism, 
Latina feminists must work in coalition 
with other groups and _ cannot 
concentrate exclusively in patriarchal 


power. In this way Latina feminists differ 
from many American feminists,” Eliana 
explains “But it is important that 
feminists understand each other and 
recognize and validate each others’ 
positions. For this reason the conference 


has great importance. Latina feminists 


cannot simply adopt or adapt feminist 
models or strategy from Europe or 
North America. We hope this confer- 
ence will provide a basis for anew 
criticism that takes these differences into 
account.” 

We are providing a forum for Latina 
writers to concentrate for one on 
feminist issues,” Patricia declares. “We 
hope that it will be possible to develop a 
position on feminist issues within the 
context of the larger struggle.” 

The conference, which is open to 
everyone, will begin with a keynote 
speech by Sara Castro-Klaren, a Peru- 
vian critic from Dartmouth, entitled 


cont on page 15 


SUIT FILED AGAINST FITZWILLY’S 


by Wendy Simpson 


Miriam Dominique began waitressing 
at Fitzwilly sin May 0f1979. In March of 
1982 Dominique filed complaints of sex- 
ual Narassment with the Massachusetts 
Commission Against Discrimination 
and the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission. She then took a short 
‘vacation and when she returned she had 
been fired. Dominique took a stand 
many women feel unable to take. She 
risked her job to complain about sexual 
harassment in the workplace. 

In early September the University of 
Massachusetts Legal Services Office 
filed a sexual harassment suit against 
Fitzwilly’s Restaurant in Northampton. 
The LSO acted on Dominique’s behalf 
since she isa U.Mass student. According 
to the suit, filed in U.S. District Court 
Ms. Dominique was subjected to “un- 
solicited physical contacts of a sexual 
nature, sexual leers, intimidation and 
verbal propositions as a term and cond - 
ition of her employment by her im- 
mediate supervisor, Richard Burbine” 

On September 17, Ruth Diaz, one of the 
three attorneys from the LSO listed in 
the complaint, commented on the case at 
a press conference held at U.Mass. Diaz 
said that the MCAD is “overburdened 
with complaints,” so the LSO intervened 
and filed a suit for $250,000 “as com- 
pensation for loss of wages, emotional 
distress and other injuries, caused by 
her (Dominique’s) employer's sexual 
harassament and subsequent retalia- 
tion.” Under Title7 the employer canbe 
held responsible for failure to insure 
that “employees are given an environ 
ment free of such harassment” 

In the case of Dominique vs Joshua Inc, 
(the corporation that owns Fitzwilly’s) 
SLO attorneys allege that when Ms. 
Dominique “refused to comply with 
propositions of employer’ her ime 


mediate supervisor, Richard Burbine, 


“subjected her to harassment, hovering 
over her, and looking for reasons to 
reprimand her.” Diaz said Dominique 
was fired March 27th, a little more thana 
week after Dominique filed her com- 
plaint with the MCAD. The reason 
stated for the termination of her em- 
ployment was that she had stolen an 
article of clothing from the restaurant 
Diaz said, “It is custom and practice at 
:Fitzwilly’s that if an article of clothing has 
been abandoned at the restaurant for a 
certain period of time, one of the wait- 
resses usually takes it home. The em 
ployees handbookat Fitzwilly’s does not 
address this situation “Using this 
reason for firing her is pretext,” said 
Diaz. “The real reason was the com- 
plaint she filed with the MCAD, and her 
refusal to comply with the sexual pro- 
positions.” After Ms. Diaz had thanked 
those gathered at the press conference 
for attending, Mr. Patrick Egan, who 
represents Fitzwillys, jumped up from 
his seat. Referring to Dominique as “the 
young lady,” he stated that “My clients 
categorically deny the groundless and 
irresponsible charges made in this suit” 
He said, “The parties in this suit are 
considering filing legal action including 
a counter suit charging slander.” Mr. 
Egan is from the law firm of Sullivan and 
Hayes of Springfield. 

Sexual harassment is not confined to 
the world of private business. Ms. Diaz 
told those gathered at the press cor- 
ference that she has handled “a fair 
amount’ of these types of complaints, 
and that she is “aware of this type of 
situation” between professors and stu- 
dents on the University campus itself. 
She said that students do’ not file be 
cause they fear putting their grades in 
jeopardy. 


cont on page-15 


Whose hand is THISP, 
I -found iT on my asell “ 
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facing the facts 
Three poems by Gail 


Thomas 
we are living 
with the voices 
ite. that said this love 
Pilgrimage would never survive 
the reality 
; 5 of dail 
2. living 
a ee and white order People say we look alike. You have always been mother, F 
Pe a a. room, You pose me in your poses pruning straying branches each morning 
a wall reserved for me. to compare. to fit a crystal vase we face the hard facts 
; of our lives 
ita nae ' that rise up like roots 
ro Bees cian a Rea obedience You unearth relics You boast that I was such a little la dy,” waiting to trip us 
a gallery of myths ; buried in cedar point to folded hands waiting at a table, the car that pn akan 
uy yins. for my daughter to wear. folded hands, waiting. ne att sas 
e whining children 
} the landlord 
Tene ae ames She turns away Vourdornar tara the ex-husband 
EeeAthiteon ieee = your primping fingers, the skin I shed the judge 
m upon itself. refuses your comb. unknotting my fingers. the daily assaults 


by eyes on the streets 
tens : ecrieraeaerers the headlines that 
os 2. earn tan a WES Pern H vhowton Ween HAE make us rage and cry 


for women who live 
embattled 


it is a miracle 

that we even leave 
this house 

to open ourselves 
again 

to the facts 


Interrogation Before the Burning 


Yes, I grow herbs in a circle. 

Yes, I sing to my children. 

Yes, I walk next to animals. 

Yes, I have healing in my hands. 
Yes, I go to the supermarket 

Yes, I see from other times. 

Yes, I dig. wild roots, and brew tea 
Yes, I have the palms of two people. 
Yes, I have loved a man. 


Yes, I love many women. 

Yes, I have flown over roofs. 

Yes, I drive too fast 

Yes, I listen to my dreams. 

Yes, I live in the desert. 

Yes, I live by the sea 

Yes, I live in the mountains. 

Yes, I have left sick kittens to die. 

Yes, I have nursed babies. 

Yes, I have starved myself. 

Yes, I have eaten too much. 

Yes, I have fire in me. 

Yes, I am afraid sometimes. 

Yes, I have touched old women. 

Yes, I talk to strangers. 

Yes, I walk alone. 

Yes, I have danced on graves. 

Yes, I have rocked myself to sleep. Fi 
Yes, I have willed myself not to blee 
Yes, I have taken more than I have au 
Yes, [have given more than I have taken. 
Yes, I write new words and ancient ones. 


each morning 

Iam amazed by 

the fact of your body 
warm against me 

by your strong hands 

by the source of this love 
that sends us 

into another day 

and brings us 

home 


In anew series of articles, VWV will try 
to direct our readers towards finding 
and selecting quality daycare arrange 
ments from the options available in the 
Pioneer Valley. As always, we welcome 
comments from our readers. If you 
know of a particularly good day care 
center, or have a creative solution to the 
chronic problem of finding reliable day 
care for preschool children, share it with 
us, please! Contact Katie at 527-1670 or 
send your suggestions to the Valley 
Women's Voice: Mothering Page. 


graphic by Wendy Simpson 


n Satately tea ad (MAS Wha 
neeme es quaanasanuneen 
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Breaking the Silence on Incest 


An Interview with Geri 


by Diane Jensen 


One of the best-kept secrets that 
feminists have brought into the open 
is the enormity and extent of the sexual! 


abuse of children. As women began to’ 


talk openly to each other, to tell the truth 
about their lives, revelations of incest 
rape and persistent sexual assaults suf 
ferred as children at the hands of men 
who were either members or close 
friends, more and more women come 
forward to testify. Services for victims of 
such abuse are now available and a 
unique program aimed at prevention 
and early discovery has been developed 
by Geri Crisci and Shirley Brown work- 
ing with others in the Valley. 

Geri Crisci has been working for five 
years atthe Franklin-Hampshire County 
Mental Health Center doing consulta- 
tion and training programs for profes- 
sions working with children. One of her 
projects was to develop a curriculum 
focused on the prevention of Child 
Sexual Abuse. Her project is one of five 
throughout the United States funded by 
the National Center on Child Abuse and 
Neglect. She and Shirley Brown first 
began working with the Gateway Re 
gional School District and the Mass- 
achusetts Migrant Education Program 

They later expanded their work to the 
Hampshire and Mohawk Regional 
School District 


Interview with Geri Crisci 
DJ- What is the definition of child sexual 
abuse? 

Child sexual abuse is any sexual touch 
or exploitation that occurs between 
adult and child, so that the definition 
includes fondling, caressing, and it can 
include sexual intercourse and other 
more clearly overt sexual acts. The law 
used to be very specific and say “in- 
tercourse,” but it has been broadened 
considerably to protect children. 

DJ- Do you think child sexual abuse is an 
increasing phenomenon or are we just 
hearing more about it because of the 
women’s movement, child protection 
agencies and_ things of that sort? 


GC-I think that’s the oid “chicken and 
the egg’ question. My personal and 


in my private practice, worked with 


victims that were fifty or sixty years old’ 


that have self-disclosed to me, sol know 
the problem was around then, it’s just 


that we didn’t deal with it. 
DJ- What factors if any do the abusers 


appear to have in common? Is there 
ild sexual abuse behavior that is or can 
be clearly defined? 
GC-Child sexual abuse (CSA) cuts 


professional opinion is that we are just across all socio-economic strata) There 
uncovering what's out there. Whether are two types of offenders that have 
it’s on the increase or not is very difficult been defined most easily. These cate 
to say at this point. It’s only beenin the gories have been defined and described 
last five years that any serious attention by Nick Groth, who has _ probably 


has been given to this problem. Ihave, worked longer with abusers than any a high rate of abuse in his own past. This . cont on next page 
gO 
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one else in this country. He talks about 
the “regressed” offender and the “fix- 
ated” offender. An example of the 
“regressed” offender is an incestuous 
father, the person who feels very power- 
less and disoriented when under stress, 
so he turns to children as a way of 
regaining that powerand control This is 
a man who is having difficulty being an 
adult. 

The “fixated” offender is a man who 
picks up kids. This man has never really 
developed mentally, or reached adult- 
hood. He never really was able to have 
social relationships with adults, and has 
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offender will generally pick a child 
around latency age or younger, and 
form a relationship with that child in an 
attempt to meet his needs through that 
child. 

These two categories just scratch the 
surface. I think what's very important 
for people to understand is the nature of 
the attack, that what we see is not a 
sexual act, thatthe means ofthe violation 
is sexual, similar to rape, and that it is an 
act of violence. That is especially 
important to recognize with incest vic- 
tims because the nature of the rela- 
tionship generally follows a pattern of 
subtle, gentle, “seduction” of the child 
and there is generally at least in the 
initial stages not a lot of physical force 


USSF Si'aMfalse sénse‘of ttistas set tip?.. 

GC- Exactly, and then the coercive} 
kinds of messages begin. 

DJ-Are there any typical, predictable 
responses from abusers when they are 
confronted? 

GC- There are several. One is “I didn’t 
do it’--generally lots of denial. Another 
is an arrogant statement, “I'll do what- 
ever I want to my kid and it’s none of 
your business.” The other is, “I was 
trying to teach the child something.” But 

there are abusers who are remorseful 
and do want some help. 

DJ-Based upon your expertise and 
experience with victims, what percen- 
tage of children make accusations about 
being abused that are untrue? 

GC-In my opinion, this type of lying is 
non-existant. Treatment programs re 
port less than one percent. 

DJ-What is the relationship of porn- 
ography to child sexual abuse, and other 
forms of physical abuse of women? 

GC- The whole concept of women and 
children as property is the source. 

One of the reasons we feel that the 
“privacy” concept has to be in the 
curriculum is that children are not 
respected, and have no allowance for 
what's theirs, what they need and what 
they want We just finished a unit on 
privacy with third through sixth graders 
and it was incredible how important 
privacy was to them, and how very 
tuned-in they were to having their 
privacy violated, even in smal] ways. 

There are no isolated social 
issues when it comes to domestic 
violence, child abuse or child sexual: 
abuse, it’s all the same continuum of 
violence against women and children. 
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DJ-What do you feel are some hopeful 
signs in this area, in terms of identifyin 
victims and treating them, and maidns 
society more aware of the critical nature 
of the problem? 

GC-Things are very different than they 
were five years ago; more people know 
the term, more people understand the 
dynamics, more people are questioning 
why so much victimization occurs, It's 
very hopeful to metosee the numbers of 
people who are interested now. The 
requests we get for training are many. 
Once people’s awareness level is raised 
they take off, it’s incredible! It’s the most 
successful component of our program, 
to go out and to a two hour awareness 
training and give people information. 
Once people have information we get 
lots of calls to do inservice training for 
teachers, etc The more people who are 
aware, the better chance we have to 
identify victims. 

I'm personally committed to this issue 
because it affects so many children, 
many of the problems children have 
may be due to abuse and we are now 
misdiagnosing them. And I also feel 
very strongly that the work we have 
done with victims is very hopefuL..that 
‘person's life can change, turn right 
around..people can change within a 
couple of years of working with them, or 
even an eight week support group at 
Everywoman’s Center can make a big 

difference. 

DJ- Where else can adult victims go for 
support groups and things of this nature? 


GC-They can come here to Franklin 
Hampshire Mental Health Clinic or they 


cont from page 1 
Take Back 


as well as battering and abuse in their 
homes. It also tells women they are not 
alone in their struggles; it gives 
permission to share experiences. 

The Worcester march certainly met 
these expectations! 


“We did this on a shoestring budget,” 
said Nancy Sawyer, also a member of the 
steering committee. “Our only expense 
was two police officers, which cost us 
harassment, sexual coercion and assault 
by involved members,” Ms. Sawyer 
stated. T-shirts and donations at the rally 
covered the cost of police services. 


“There was a great feeling of 
accomplishment and unity within the 
steering committee, partly from doing 
everything ourselves, and partly from 
accomplishing so much in such a short 
time span,” commented Carolyn Heus- 
mann, a member of the steering 
committee. 


The first such march in the United 
States was held in 1978 by Women 
Against Violence and Pornography in 
the Media in San Fransisco. Similar 
events have been held in Europe. The 
committee plans on making the Take 
Back the Night an annual event in 
Worcester. 


“Hopefully, next year we can have a 
Women’s Awareness Week 


can g0 to any one of anumber of private 


therapists listed in the Network of 
Women Counselors and Therapists and 
write: N.O.W.C.AT., 35 Butler Hill Rd 
Pelham, Mass. We also run a therapy 
group here: we ranit last spring and wiil 
Tun it again this fall for ten to twelve 
weeks. We focus on “What is the one 
incident you struggle the most with in 
your adult life that is a result of the incest 
experience?” We work on relearning a 
different way to survive. 

DJ-Don’t you suffer severe “burn-out” 
on this job? 

GC-It’s much easier now that it was five 
years ago. The first year when my 
colleague Julie Peterson and I devel- 
oped the initial training and consultation 
program, she and I were so depressed 
we couldr’t even go to a film without 
seeing violence and sexual abuse, and 
becoming distraught I think that is what 
happens once you really get in and 
really lookat the severity ofthe problem, 
and you see it everywhere. But through 
educating and connecting with others 
we have gained many advocates and 
seen the movement really grow. 

The Prevention curriculum which was 
developed by Geri, Shirley Brown anda 
variety of teachers focuses on four main 
concepts for children aged three to 
twelve (pre-school through — sixth 
grade). The concepts are: 1.) Privacy 2.) 
Touch (ie. good/bad touch) 3.) Support 
Systems 4.) Assertiveness. 

The newest film being used in the 
program is” No More Secrets” provided 
by O.D.N. Productions in N.Y. City. 
O.D.N. is an all women film company. 
For more information concerning the 
Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Project 
and Consultation services contact Geri 


Crisci at 586-8680. 
If anyone is interested in planing a 
Take Back the Night march in the 


western Mass. area or participating in 
the next Worcester march, please 


contact Donna Stewart at the Worcester 
Rape Crisis Program, 158 Holden St, 
Worcester, MA. 01605, telephone (617) 
799-5700 (hotline). 
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Letter 


and impact on those who sell to us 
books, music, dance space, social areas? 

Fourth: How do we deal with our 
internal struggle? How can we accept 
our differences and go on from there? 
We need our differences. We need 
variety and argument and passionate 
disagreement to grow and hone out 
minds and ideas. How can we keep that 
alive and well and at the same time work 
together? 

We have arranged to meet on October 
21 at 8:30 pm in Annabel's Space on the 
third floor of Thornes Market in 
Northampton. The space is wheelchair 
accessible and there will be women 
available to help. Childcare will be 
available. We will try to arrange a format 
to talk about these issue and any others 
that participants bring up. We invite 
every lesbian in the Valley to attend. We 
believe there are thousands of us in this 
valley from Connecticut to Vermont and 


to the west. Let us try to save ourselves. 
Sincerely, 


Jean Grossholtz 


October 1982 
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Women and the Law 


by Nancy Shilepsky 


As the economy worsens, many 
women are finding themselves without 
the financial resources to pay all their 
bills. When bills are not paid on time, 
debtors may become targets for 
professional debt collectors and 
consumer credit reporting agencies. The 
following is an outline of debtors’ rights 
in dealing with these persons and 
companies. 

When the Debt Collector Calls 

The laws regulating debt collection by 

creditors or creditor's agents are Mass 
General Laws Chap. 93 49 and the 
Consumer Protection Regulations 
issued by the Massachusetts Attorney 
General at 940 Code of Mass. Regula- 
tions 7.00. Violations of these statutes 
and regulations constitutes “unfair or 
deceptive acts or practices” for which 
the violator is liable under the 
Consumer Protection Act, Mass. 
General Laws Chap. 93A. 

A creditor must allow a debtor an 
opportunity to inspect all papers that the 
creditor has which bear the debtor's 
signature and which concern the debt A 
creditor must also allow a debtor to 
inspect the creditor's account records 
which reflect the payment, credits, and 
charges concerning the debt 

A creditor may not threaten to sell or 
assign in such a way as to imply thatsuch 

sale or assignment will leave the debtor 
without defenses or will subject the 
debtor to abusive collection practices. 
Someone collecting a debt cannot 
threaten that non-payment will result in 
the debtor's arrest or in the garnishment 
of wages (wages applied to the payment 
of a debt) without the debtor having a 
chance to tell her story to the Court. Once 
she is represented by an attorney, the debtor 
or her attorney can insist that all future 
contact be made with the attorney. 


We Estelle Uorfine 


femmist&lesbian therapy 


individual, couple, group , supervision 


office. home. 
253-2822 253-S03t 


160 MAIN ST. NORTHAMPTON 


SUITE 25 


MADELEINE DUPRE, M.A. 


Counseling and Therapy for Women 


INDIVIDUALS 
COUPLES 
GROUPS 


SLIDING FEE SCALE 
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 
(413) 586-8127 


When the Bill Collector Visits 


Debt collectors cannot use profane 
or obscene language, or communicate in 
such a manner as to harass or embarass 
the debtor, or threaten the debtor with 
violence. Debt collectors cannot call her 
without identifying themselves and who 
they work for. They cannot use forms 
that look like court forms, or hold them 
selves out to be court officials. Once she 
is represented by an attorney, the debtor 
or her attorney can insist that all future 
contact be made with the attorney. 

Debt collectors cannot call the debtor 
at home more than twice each week 
They can call between 8 a.m. and9 p.m, 
unless the debtor notifies them that her 
waking hours are different than that 
They cannot call her at any place other 
than her home more than twice per 
month They cannot force her to incur 
expenses such as calling them back long 
distance. 

Many women who work are worried 
‘about being contacted by debt collectors 
at their workplace. The debtor can keep 
this from happening by making a 
written or oral request to the debt 
collectors that she not be contacted at 
work However, an oral request is only 
valid for ten days unless followed up by 
a written request post-marked or 
delivered within seven days of the oral 
request 

Contact with people other than the 
debtor is strictly limited. Debt collectors 
may not tell or imply to others the fact 

of the debt except in very specific 
circumstances. Debt collectors canot call 
a woman's family and friends to try to 
get them to pay her debt or to embarass 
her into paying. They cannot use 
language on envelopes or on other 
written materials that are likely to be 
seen by persons other than the debtor 
which imply the fact of the debt They 
may, however, contact others in an effort 


to find the debtor's whereabouts but 

they may not contact any one individual 

more than three times per year. 

A debt collector may notify a debtor 
that the debt will be reported to a corr 

sumer credit reporting agency because 

they can and do make such reports. A 

consumer credit reporting agency, OF 
“credit bureau,” is an organization or 
business that assembles evaluates and 
reports credit information only to 
persons who intend to use it 1) in 
connection with a credit transaction 
with the consumer, 2) for employment 
purposes, 3) in connection with insuring 
the consumer, 4) in connection with the 
granting of a license or other govern- 
ment benefit for which the consumer's 
financial status is required to be 
considered, or 5) in connection with a 
transaction being negotiated with a 
consumer regarding any transter ot 
interest in property (ie. the purchase 
of a car or house). 

The general rule is that consumer 
credit reporting agencies may report on 
bankrupties up to fourteen years old and 
on other adverse information up to 
seven years old. In other words, a 
woman who was arrested for shoplifting 
ten years ago should not have to worry 
about this being included in her credit 
information. However, she will have to 
be concerned if she is entering a credit 
transaction in which the principle 
amount is $50,000 or more, or if she is 
applying for insurance with a face 
amount of $50,000 or more, or if she is 
applying for a job with an annual salary 
of $20,000 or more, In these situations, 
the credit report may include infor- 
mation which the 15/7 year rule would 
otherwise exclude. 

A consumer must be notified if a 
credit report on her has been requested. 
Upon her request, the consumer may 


get from the reporting agency the 
information they hold on her, the 
sources of that information except those 
developed solely for use in the report, 
and the names of recipients of any 
reports on the consumer which have 
been furnished for employment pur- 
poses within two years and for other 
purposes within 6 months. 

To get this information, the consumer 
may be asked to provide proper identi- 
fication and to pay certain charges and 
costs. If a request for information is. 
made in response to a notice to the 
consumer that a report has been re 
quested by someone else, the consumer 
need only pay copying and mailing 
costs, 

Consumer credit reporting agencies 
are required to make reasonable efforts 
to assure maximum accuracy of the 
information they collect and furnish 
They are required to verify all adverse 
information they have held for more 
than three months. Moreover, the 
reporting agnecy must investigate a 
consumer's reasonable challenge to the 
accuracy or completeness of informa- 
tion held. If the investigation does not 
satisty the consumer, she may place a 
statement in her file that has to be 
provided by the agency when making 
reports to other persons. If the agency 
discovers that it gave out inaccurate 
or unverifiable information, it must 
correct this by notifying to whom the 
agency reported information for 
employment purposes within two years 
and for other purposes within six 
months. 

A word of caution to women who 
have been divorced. Jointly incurred 
debts affect the credit rating of both 
parties. If in the divorce decree, one 
spouse is ordered to pay off the bills and 

cont on page 15 
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cont. from page 10 


Most women have seual harassament 
stories. The chance is now available to 
stop these incidents. It is women like 
Dominique who are brave enough to 
take a stand. This is only the tip of the 


iceberg. Many women are unaware that | 


what they are confronting is sexual 
harassment We must recognize when 


we are being harassed Sexually, and 
speak out 


Won wad 
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that spouse fails to pay, the other spouse 
is still liable on the debt and may find her 
credit record has been adversely 
affected. 
What To Do It You Have a Problem or 
Question 

In Northampton 


the Consumer 


Latina Witters 
cont from page 10 


“Women Writers and Feminist 
Ideology’ on Thursday night in Gamble 


Auditorium, Mount Holyoke College, at : 
7:30 p.m. Workshops on a wide variety | 


of topics will be held from Friday 
[morning through Saturday noon at 
Wright Hall, Smith College. On Friday 
night a coffeehouse with music, drama 


and a poetry reading will be held at 


Willets Hallowell at Mount Holyoke. ° 


Day care is available and translation | 


will be provided. For further informa- 
tion contact Eliana Ortega, Spanish/ 


dtalian Department, Mount Holyoke ; 


College. 
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describes it? Political observers list 
sereral issues: peace; ERA; anti woman 
and anti-child budget cuts; environmen- 
tal issues; nuclear war. 

In the last election, Carter was per- 
ceived as more likely to work for peace 
than Reagan. This was a very astute 


Protection Unit of the Office of the.| observationatthe time. Now, withmore 


District Attorney provides information 
to people on how to handle their own 
consumer problems. They provide 
assistance in matters relating not only to 
debt collections and credit reporting | 
but also for disputes about repair bills, 

purchaser, and rentals and problems | 
with banks, employers and landlords. 
Their telephone number is 584-1597. 
They are an excellent resource for 


and more of the federal budget going for 


defense, the truth of this observation is 
very clear. 


Joyce Miller, president of the Coalition 


of Labor Union Women, told a con- 
vention in May, that every program that 
! as encouraged the hiring or training of 
women or the development of new jobs 
for women has been cut Women that 
were recently hired find that they are 
first fired. The Supreme Court recently 
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battered lesbians or can we look to the 
shelters to offer us their space, their 
support and experience? 

All women who work in battered 
women’s shelters have heard of or 
actually been faced with being called “a 
bunch of dykes,” as this heterosexist, 
woman-hating society jumps to penalize 
and warn any group of women working 
together and especially with a“women 
helping women” philosophy. How do 
we answer such lesbian baiting? It is yet 
another irony to lesbians working in 
shelters, that we are not reaching lesbian 
sisters in any great numbers, in fact we 


Reagan was considered a milestone in 
the efforts of women to be visible in the 
higher echelon of government. Yet her 
appointment has helped erode the gains 
women have made through affirmative 
action. 

There is no question that many of 
Reagan's budget cuts are aimed at women 
and children. Spending for the military 
could be $1.5 trillion over the next five 
years. High military spending cuts so- 
cial programs. Since many women are 
employed in social service jobs it is not 
surprising that government reports 
show almost 300,000 women losing 
their jobs during the first three months 


of 1982. Women lose twice: at home 
and in the work place. 


How Do We Vote 


Will women concerned with these 
issues be able to present a significant 
voting bloc in actual elections? So far, 
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are sorely lacking in outreach to the 
lesbian community. 

One possible step battered women 
shelters could take is to create a position 
for a “Lesbian Outreach Worker.” 
Shelters could have this lesbian 
coordinate programs to reach the 
lesbian community, and to reach the 
battered lesbian, in particular to let her 
know that shelter is a safe and support- 
ive place for her. The lesbian outreach 
worker could assist women in dealing 
with their homophobia, do P.R in the 
community, and teach shelter workers 
about the cultural issues faced by a 
battered lesbian. 

NO WOMAN IS SAFE UNTIL WE ALL 
ARE Let's make our shelters a safe place 
open to all women, equally. 


ran against an incumbent male party 
leader and won. She credits her success 
to the joint support of NOW and the 
Virginia Women’s Political Caucus. 
There were two other pro-ERA victories 
in Virginia, as well as Charles Robb’s 
victory in the race for lieutenant gov- 
ernor, assisted by a coalition of blacks 
and women. A coalition of NOW and 
major labor unions helped Ed Feighan 
narrowly defeat a four-term incumbent 
in Ohio’s June primary congressional 
race. 

“The ERA has politicized many women 
Ithink you re going to see more women 
paying closer attention to their state 


legislatures and more women running, 
for office,” said Ruth Hinerfeld, pres- 
ident of the National League of Women 
“Gains in the sociak evolution- 
ary process are not easily taken away.” 

The discussion of equal rights over the 
last several years had made significant 


Voters. 


the answer seems to be yes. In Nov- 
ember 1981 elections in Florida, two 
pro-ERA candidates defeated anti-ERA 
candidates. In Virginia, Joan Munford, 


differences in government, in legisla- 
tures, and even in some court cases-- 


Hinerfeld said, “We're not going to lose 
those.” 


voted 5-4 in a decision upholding sen- 
iority over affirmative action. The ap- 
pointment of O’Connor by Ronald 
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about their rights and how to exercise 


| helping women who want to know more 
them. 


Dr. Susan Johnson 
CHIROPRACTOR 


Peele =lalala)ala) (ale) (olalela)alel{ela)slel ale) 


10 OSGOOD STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
413-773-3280 


Women 
Owned 
and Q ra 


ad “Good Advice — eee eee bee eee = ee 
Managed I 1 Dinner is x Honest Price” = gra Ow s | 
Business O LS ee | oe ae ee Be ie Wat C=) fae : 
Paneer st. By 5 & 1opm % Largest Selection of Natural Fiber Fy (Rts. 2) a a eee . (L NEw? 
ars 586-8187 5a % Recycled Clothing in the Valley 3 Northampton fe N op 
ay BYOB ; Thornes Market, Northampton 2% | = PAPERBACK 2 TOW TL 
RRA RAC ICR TOR | eco coponmdsonmScCooeea ; B inno BO OKS 
Pv astnoLovsstoen ee ! Pe al | PLEASURE- 
Linda S. Fidnick * a yZ ern tr SPROUGHT, | -° 
Linda K. Enghagen TOWERS er \KWORK 
David Burres STARFLOS Be A 4 gor ‘=A 


AT LAW . 
ATTORNEYS Specialty: relationships 


Ellen Perchonock, Ph.D 
413-774-4515 . 


(Tu/Th/ Fri only, 545-2651) 
ee ae 


BROADSIDE sooignor 


| -247 MAIN ST, NORTHAMPTON; “586-4235 = |] | 


586-6474 
160 Malin St., Norinamption, Ma. 


19 Pray St, Amherst 
(413) 549-3505 


